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a. candid conversalion with the fiery aUorney and author of "rush to 
judgment" the docwnenled, best-selling uidiclment of the warren report 


A'f'H'jt of the a.vya.Kunntioti J^hn 
/■'itljii'riiltf Kf'tiniulf luut liartlly rrnchrd a 
itutiiu'd V'orlil triirn the ivcvitiihic qtifs- 
lioti u-(t\ ■r%lif:<i: l.\ this ftnrt of a rnn.ylu'r- 
aryf W'hniil .rr Utirvr-y (hvuihl. chnr^rd 
villi the r.Mf^ssiHatiori, wnx hi turn ns^tisxi' 
n-itnl, tin ti'hi\f>ers of finiiht sivellcil to a' 
chorus. S'-riljIts-IIitwfird cohiinniH Rich- 
/ltd Strfrnts suinuifrd up the feelivgx of 
fiiauy A"":ricaii.i whcu he wrofr: "Our 
nedmlinh tts a civHitcd pcnfdc slnvd 
tiislurt bt lore the world . . . hut the real 
di'juli of Ihc disaster that hn.t bcfnllcu us 
antuol yrt. he iuia^inrd. In its ISSth 
yrar, ihr Itcfmhlic has fallen upon 
umpcahahly evil days, and j^tcal mischief 
is afoot m the land, ft remains to he 
seen whether more coiwutsinns will rack 
nr. hrfote il is over , . ." 

Starnes' jeremiad was echoed, abroad, 
where it lUflt grncintly assumed that 
the murders of Kennedy, Oswald and 
Offieer '^J. I). Tilif;! were all fueres in 
a monstrous, cons}' 'trial jitistiw puzzle. 
The CoH inunist ■ /n,v wi ie tiuich la 
allege thfil the I*' ■••nt had been mur- 
d-7rcd by a j>hil iiiifj^.nfdin}^ within his 
own Oovmmrnt, and thai Oswald had 
been silemed before he could incriminate 
other mci'ibers of the cabal. Tass cabled 
fiom Wa.yliin^lon to Moscow on Novem- 
ber 25, li'6), just three days after the 
assassin alum, that "All circumstances of 
I'rcsidcnt Kennedy's death allow one to 
assume that this murder was planned and 
carried ov I by the '.It rn-right-wing, fascist 


and racist circles, hy th-iu: who ra vint 
stomach any step nimnl nl Ihr rauiii^ of 
international tensions and Ihr intpimc- 
meut tff Soviet-Amcrii an rebnlon s. ' ■ 

In other countries, Urn. rumfus of in't- 
spiracy abounded. The London jJ.iily 
Tck'};r;i[)h'j Dallas * oi irsfwndenl }c- 
ported on Xmiem her 2i' thai "iVni hi 
opinion as tnurh as .hneiiran i.\ not fully 
satisfied about this tt i rilde aflnir. This 
lias resulted in an rhphitntine alhmlit 
on the f}art of the loail niilhoiities i an- 
rerncd to rover up ln> one anolitn." 
On November 27, the (nnseiTalive Lon- 
don I):iily Mail drclated rdiloiially that 
"facts can he produrcd that a t)t;/(/--.i'/Mi» 
plot against the PiesidrnI had <aused his 
death." Trench fness opinion was even U ss 
restrained. Pan's j( Mir innird a jiont fm.;c 
article entitled "Oswulil Cannot Jla.-p^ 
liecn Alone in the Shooting," while 
Ij'Ucraliou wrote that "Thrre is no d'juht 
that President Kennedy \i-tl info a trap. 
He was the xiictim of a plot. And in this 
plot it is evident that the Ihdlas Imliie, 
protectors of (jan^sters lihc'lluhy, ]>}nyed 
a role one can only describe as question- 
able. They created a defendant, then 
allowed one of their stodl pigeons to 
kill him." 

In hasty pursuit of a scapegoat, con- 
servalives and reactionaries — at home as 
xucll as abroad — were eager to blame liber- 
als and leftists, who relumed the charges. 
To dispel such divisive speculation. 
President Johnson appointed an vltta- 


prestii^ious Presidential Commission, 
hendrd by Chief Justice Earl Warren, to 
investigate the assassination. Serving un- 
der Watren were former CIA Director 
Allen Dulles; John McCloy, former As- 
.\isianl Secretary of War; Senators Hich- 
nrd Russell and John Sbeiinan Coofter; 
and Refncscntatives Gerald Ford and 
Hale Hoggs. J. Lee Ranhin, former Solici- 
tor General of the United Slates, xeas 
apjntinted as the Commission's Chief 
Counsel, directing a staff of N lawyers. 

The veiy appointment of such a blue- 
ribbon inve.\tigative body allayed many 
fears, at least in America. Ten months 
after the assassination, when the Warren 
Commission released its findings, Anieri' 
tans heaved a national sigh of relief. 
There had been no conspiracy, the Com- 
missiim concluded. Lee llarvcy Oswald, 
acting alone and irrationally, had mur- 
dered the Pre.ndent .Jacli Ruby h ad hilled 
0.\wald on his own mid wiihoul premedi- 
tation. The verdict was in. and it was 
almost unanimously acce fifed — in the 
United Slates. Txuo months latei when 
the Commis\ion released its x'ol- 
umcs of supfiorting rviden>r—a massive 
17, HIS pages — the rase apf>caml for- 
ever closed. A grateful public hailed the 
Commission for settling its gnawing 
doubts and clearing the air of poisonous 
riJmors. Ha rrison Sa lis b u ry, a.tsistant 
managing editor of The New ^rk 
Times, echoed popular sentiment wfieir 
he wrote in the Times; "No material 



"History may come to know the Wnrrcn 
Ifeport a\ the 'Warren Whitewash'; it 
may be Tanked xeith Teapot Dome as a 
synonym for political cover-up and cyni- 
cal manipulation of the truth." 


"There xoere 90 witne.\ .■>. to the assusyina- 
lion who xocre questin'ud and were able 
to give an assessment of the origin of the 
shots. Of those, 5S said ihey came from 
behind the fence on the grassy kfoV." 



"There were at least ixvo assassins. The 
evidence is conclusive on that score, lint 
the Commission wanted to disprove a 
conspiracy, and this desire defeated its 
investigative function.'* 
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>* 
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ffucilint} tiow rrniaiiix inixntvnl .w fnr as 
the ilrallt of PrcsUlnU Knninly it r.on- 
trriird. The rvttlrnrr of Osji'nltVs singlc- 
littiiflril liuilt h nvrrwhrlnihtii." 

Ilul UisUniinix hu<m tlinl ofint nioi^^h, 
llir more fliry sluity n romf)lrx rvnit, tlic 
Irsx thry know nhoul //. for rnrli ques- 
tion ntiy.vnrd, srt'ni vinrc .\prhif; uj) lo 
lake ils Jtlaie. The Wnrrcn iuvcxtignlion, 
milh nti utilimitfil hufij^el, a full-time 
■.•ktafj of 26 nud com{>lelc ncce.v to the 
(fm.«/iNT invcslignfivc <il}lmr(ilus of the 
United Slfilr.t Coveruiunit, wnx the Inrg- 
t'sl hisloritiil iuqtn'ry ener uudertalien. 
lurvilrthly, it would fnoducc a fjnfjcr 
mouutain of couflirtittg rcjwrts, contra- 
dictory testimony, expert dimgrermcut 
and nnnn^wncd questions, fly publldiiug 
the 2C* volumes of hcariufs^x and exhibits 
— rnntuiuin^ considernUle cvidenee con- 
tradicting its own findingx — the Warren 
Commi.y^ion implicitly acknowledged the 
inxcrultihitify of fact. Doubts were In he 
expected: it's surfirixing only that they 
took so long to surface. Discussions of 
their validity may occufiy scholars for 
generations — or even centuries. 

The ripfdex fnecrding the wave of 
criticism came first from England. The 
day the Uefunl xaas ixsued, /,orrf 
Hcrtrand Uussell denounced it as a whitC' . 
Ti'n.(/i and snttxequeutly formed a "Who 
Killed Kennedy?" committee to fnirsue 
its own investigation of the assassination. 
And late in 1961, ij'ijjh Trevor- Tioi)rr, 
Hegiifs Profcxxor of History at Oxford 
University, fmblished a xcathiug attack 
on the Commission in the f>ages of Eng- 
land's cxlahlishmentarian London Siin- 
(l:iy Tinifs. According lo Trevor-Roper, 
the Hefwrt was not only inaccurate but 
"slovenly." In America, less fironc to con- 
spiratorial viewx of hixtnry than intrigue- 
rife Eurofjc, criticixm xuax slower in 
coming. The firxt tjno books attacking the 
Commission, Thomas liuchanan'x "Who 
Killed Kennedy?" an d Joachim Jocsten's 
"Oswald: Assassin or Fall Guy?," con- 
. tained mild sficculalions that generally 
discredited them as serious criticism. 
JUtt the flood was only beginning. In 
Octoln r J 965, Pulitzer Prize-winn iug 
nnvsntiin Sylvan fox, then-city editor 
of the Ntw York WorUl-TcIcgnitn and 
Sun, published a paperback entitled 
"Unanmercd Qiiestions About President 
Kennedy's Assassination." On May 9, 
1966 ,_ Harold Wcisberg, a former Senate 
invesftgator, privately f)u b Ush cd "Wh ite- 
wash: A Hcpori on the Warren Report." 
Seven weeks later, l^iking Press published 
"Inquest," b y Edxcard Jay Epstein, a 31' 
year-old Cornell graduate student. Origi- 
nally Efistein's ma.fter's thesis, the book 
sold moderately well. Then, on August 
75, Holt, Rinehnrt & Winston published 
MarkLane's "Rush to Judgment," xohtch 
has since forged its way to the lop of the 
bcst-.udler list. And on September 8, 
World publtslied "The Oswald Affair," 
by Leo Sauvage, American correspond- 
42 ent for Le Figaro of Paris. 


This Imrrage of boolts firomf'ted The 
New York Timts to cnnmnit cdit-irially 
on Srf)tvmbcr I. 1966. thai ••Debate on 
the accuracy and adequacy of ihr Warren 
Commission's work is now c.pf'ro-tcbing 
the dimrusions of a liirly ("i i// iiidustiy 
in this cnunlrx." Thr ori^iu'd bmd of 
lonely doubt- r's had muHipWe l In t. small 
army. So dia^tirally had ihr tlimale 
changed thnt i hc N'cw York Times' 
White Ilnusr fnvTVSpnudn't. Ti<m Wirk^ 


commenird on Si ptett ht r 25. /''ftrt: 
"A public di^rv<von rjnuf iv Net> Yotk 
sought lo hold a rntindhiblr ^e\sinn 
about the Wa}ien Ri ftort. . . . The ma- 
jor difficulty for the gioup wvs in finding 
anyone of stature uhn nil willing to 
defend the Warren Ripovt a-ul ils 
'findings." Widier went on to demand 
apfiointmcnt of a new Cofimis\ion to 
inve.itigafe the assassiunlion. Ou Sef'tem- 
ber 2ft, Neti' York Congrewman ^ Theo- 
dore R. KvM'-rman, citing the dew of 
critical books on the Refwf, ashed the 
House of HepYesentvlives to establish a 
Senate-Hou.\r Committee to conduct ils 
own investigation of the Wam n Report, 
Shortly thereafter, Lrfc alw called for a 
reopening of the iuveslizalion. tn the 
November !'if,6 issue of '\ he i'tojircssive, 
Harrison Siilistniry. who 'ind earlier felt 
that "no vttileruit que.\tio.i mnained un- 
solved," reversed his field and wrote that 
he xvas convinced "there irc questions — , 
some of them of majoi imf'orlanec — 
xt'hirh must be ansnu-red." 

The one tnati most resfuiusible for 
these doubts and demands is Xew York 
attorney Mark Lane. He ha^ been itnrs- 
tigating the avassination sincir early 
December l'>t>'f, and since the publica- 
tion of "Rudi to Judgment," he ha,i been 
called eveiything from a 'iar lo a nation- 
al hero. In a lend rc^dexo for the CIiiciiRO 
Tribune, y^n Waltz o f the SorOnoestern 
University- Law School faculty xvrote: 
"This latest critique of the Warn n Com- 
mission Rrfwtt is truly horrible. \lt] 
fmsses beyond the mrrly .sufterftcial, 
being frequently dishonat as well. Lane's 
fevered a rgu >u en ts have n o sembla nee 
of logic or ex'Cn of o ga n ization . He 
presents a phantasmagoric hodgepodge 
of unrelated and often xdmlly iirelevaxxt 
second-guessing. If. in assembling his 
collection, of quibbles, L-mc had any ul- 
timate purpose other than confusion and 
profit, it goes unstated . . . the catalog 
of this book's distortions and apparent 
fabrications, large and small, is a long 
and Sony one ... no one xvHl thank 
Lane fnr his bonk." Hut many peofde did 
'ho con- 


the xi'ork of tfie ir«iirn Commission xeill 
be judged by histoty to be a scandal 
vorse than Teapot Dome." 

The hub of all this ronlroi-ersy. 
Mark Lane, xvas born 39 yean ago in 
Ncto York City, xehere he has lived most 
of his life. Currently. Iwwrver, he travels 
through Eurnfie and America lecturing 
on the assassination, frequently apftear- 
i»g on TV and radio talk .xhoxt*s, and 
stopfting off occasionally in Denmark 
with his young wife, xvhom he met xehile 
in Cofu-nhagen three years ago. They 
plan to settle in CatiforniQ slmrlly. 

After .lerviug in Army Intelligence 
during World War Tier*, I.ane attended 
Long Island University and received his 
laxo degree from Itrnnklyn Laxo School. 
For 12 years he practiced law from a 
storefront in East Harlem; then, in I95S, 
lie gained local fmnninence u'ben he 
charged that young fyeople confined in 
Next' York Stale hnmes for the mentally 
defective were being brutally treated by 
attendants. Governor Rockefeller ofwned 
hearings on the issue, and a number of 
guards xeere dismissed. In I960, Lane 
was elected to the !<ew York Stale Assem- 
bly, representing the hlack-and-xohitc 
gfietlos of East Harlem and Yorkx'illc. 
He ran with the strong endorsement 
of Eleanor Roosevelt and Senator Her- 
beri Lehman, wttli xi'himi lie Tiail 
earlier helfted establish a reform nunte- 
menl xtdlhin the Nexo York Democratic 
Party. He also had the endorsement 
of Senator John F. Kennedy, xvho 
moved into the White House at the same 
time Lane attended his first legislative 
ses.upn in Albany. In I'>6I, Lane became 
the first legislator to be arrested on a 
Freedom Hide—in Jackson, Mississipfti. 
After txi'O stormy years in the .\late as- 
sembly, he found fiimself ostracized as 
a troublemaker by a hifmrtisan ftre- 
ponderance of his fclUm assemblymen, 
and did not run for re-election. 

When President Kennedy xeas assassi- 
nated. Lane initiated xvhat his supporters 
itave termed "his lonely crusade." His 
involvement began in December, xi'hen 
Mrs . Marguerite Osxoafd apfminted him 
— a^no fee — to rcfnescnt her dead son's 
interests at the Warren Commission hear- 
ings. The Conimi.yfion refused lo accefd 
Lane as a defense attorney, but it did 
permit him to testify. Thus began Ids 
three-year investigation — independent, 
if not impartial — into the circumstances 
sxirrottnding President Kennedy's assas- 
sination. Lane traveled to Dallas eight 
times, interxiicxoing scores of xcilne.ucs, 


—inclndin.z '.Norman Mailer . 

eluded his revicw~vr^ooC^'cck xcith a assisted by a group of amateur inx-estiga-^ 

hurrah: "Three cheers for Mark Lane, • '-""^ #/.^.«.^/.,/.. il,r "CiliTens' 

His xoork is not xvilhout a trace of that 
stature xve call heroic- . . . Lane's booh 
proves once and forever that the assassi- 
nation of President Kennedy is more of a 
mystery today than when it occurred." 
He called Lane's 400 pages of cindence 
"staggering facts. * * * If one tenth of 


tors who called themselves the "Citizens' 
Committee of Inquiry." The fruits of his 
researches and his conclusions comprise 
his book "Rush to Judgment" — and a 
film of the same title to be released this 
month. 

PLAYBOY interviewed Lane in his two- 
and-a-half-TOom walk-up apartment in 


>< ' l.ou-rr i\f'iiilitttlnti. IIV an hy n.^kinf^ 
Q S'lr his llifitii^fils on the yAte^fily of the 
1 1 V( rrvti ('■ otii in i.\ i in ii . 

W : 

PiAYDOY! In your book, you wroic that 
I lie \V;iri cii (loiuinivsioii — coinposcti of 
^* .villi?" of the most (listiiiKiiisIicd figures 
ill Atncriain life — "covered ilselF whU 
p, s!i;inie.'* Arc you acciisiiif; llic Commis- 
nUm of lyitif; lo ilic Aincricwt people? 
LANE: I u'oulit not cnrc to ^ay that the 
(;c»niniis.sic)ii h'ed, ljul — however tlislin- ' 
;;ui.she(l ils members may he— -it did is- 
tue » false repori. I know this he(aiisc I 
c-irefiilly compared the one-voUimc Rc- 
|»ori with the -Mi vohuuc^ of evidence 
liiat "Mtpports" it and, in many cases, I 
I'MukI no relationship whatever hetwccii 
ihc Omunission's conclusions and the 
Couunissidii*!. evidence. The most iniio- 
<t-nt interpretation of its shortcomings, 
as J high Trcvor-Ropcr e xpresses it in his 
inmxliiction' to my oooV, is that the Com- 
mission mcmljcrs did what some poor 
historians do: They start with a precon- 
ceived throry — itt this case, that Oswald 
w;is the lone ass;issin of President Ken- 
ii.rdy — and sort out all the evidence 
supporting that tlicory, in the process un- 
cotiscioxisly rejecting any contradictory 
fact or interpretation. 1 don't know if 
that's what happened here, but it's one 
csplanatinn and, compared with some 
of the other tlieories that have been ad- 
vanced to acco\MU for the Commission's 
behavior, a relatively comforting one. 
PiAVflOVi Haven't your critics accused 
you of c<»mmitiing the same sin you im- 
pute to the Commission — selecting from 
ilie mass of tesiiniony those facts tliat 
a^i'i^e wiih your preconceptions and dis- 
carding the rest? 

L^NG; Yes. Hut my book is far more thor- 
oughly docinncntctl tlian the Warren 
('.oinniission Report, and none of the 
Imiulreds of book reviewers across the 
ccnntry who've examined it has yet been 
aide lo discover a sitiglc inacctiracy, dis- 
tortion or out-of-contcxt statement. And 
I'-t nic add right here tliat the statements 
I will m;iVe in this interview arc based 
cither on the Warren Commissi6n's 26 
\titumcs of evidence or on filmed inter- 
views I conducted in Dallas iliat will ap- 
pear in the documentary TiUn ^uxh to 
judgment that I made with Emilc de 
Antonio. 8 0 I don't expect you to pro- 
lecd with me on faiilr. 
' fiAYCOY; Vou concludcti in your book 
ihat the Warren Commission's "criteria 
h>r invcsiigaling ami accepting evidence 
were related less to tlic intrinsic value of 
(lie infoi'maiion than'to its paramount 
need to allay fears of conspiracy." Do 
yi)u believe there was a conspiracy to kill 
Tresident Kennedy? 

lANE: Yes, I do. A conspiracy, as defined 
hy the law, is simply two or more pcr- 
.Miiis acting in concert to secure an illegal 
cud. There were at least two assassins. 
The evidence is conclusive on that score. 
44 The Commission wanted to disprove a 


conspiracy, and iliis desire diTiMicd its 
iuvesiig;ui\ c function. K( mrniher, a 
Gallup poll taken stu-nly after the assas- 
sination revealed tli;>t the nnjoriiy of 
Americans believed there 'v.ts no lone 
a.ssassin. hut an organized plot to kill the 
Tresident. It was thi* public fear of a 
conspiracy, and all it implied, that the 
(lomniissioii w;is deicrmirM'd to allay. 
One of the Commission's m(mh(MSi|ohn 
I. McCloy, sail! it sv;is vital for the C'.om- 
mission to "show the world th.it America 
is not a banana republic, ivlicre a gov- 
ernment can be changed by roii'spirary." 
And anotlier mcmhcr. Scintor lolm 
^herman Cooper, said rigfit at the outset 
that one of the Commissioirs inajor tasks 
was "to lift the cloud of dotihis that bad 
been cast over American in^ititutions." 
PLAYBOY: What was so wrong about the 
Commission's trying to dispel false con- 
spiracy rumors? 

lANE: Nothing, if the tinnois were false. 
The trouble svas that from the very be- 
ginning the Commission opi raicd on the 
assumption that Oswald did it and difl it 
alone, and relegated all facis 10 ihc con- 
trary into this "false rumor" category. In 
other words, the Commission had con- 
cluded who killed Kennedy before they 
even began their investigation. 
PLAYBOYi Let's get do\vn to the facts of 
the as-ht.ssination. One of the niaiu |)oints 
of your book is that the fatal shot was 
not fired from the sixth-Rocir window of 
the Rook Depository, as the Warren 
Commission concludes. Do you have 
any evidence that shots came from 
somewhere else? 

LANE: The Warteii Commission sn'nX nn- 
etiuivocally tliat d»eic was no credible 
evidence even •mgp.rstittg (li;ii the shots 
came from anyplace else. This is vital to 
their whole case, because if the shois did 
originate from two locaiioiis. Owiild 
couhln't have been the "hme assassin." 
Let's look at the evidence. When the 
President was shot, his timotisinc had 
passcti the Rook Depository. 'I'o die right 
and in front of the Presidential limou- 
sine was a grassy knoll topped by 
a wofxlcn fence. Some tinie before* the 
motorcatle reached the area, a young 
woman nameil [ulia Ann Mercer saw-a 
truck at the hiisc of tlic grassy knoll, 
illegally parked halfway up on the side- 
walk, protruding into Ehn Street anti 
partially blocking traffic. Dallas |>olicc- 
men were siaiKling a short ilisiancc away, 
but they didn't move the trmk on. Miss 
Mercer saw a man leave tin- truck and 
climb the grassy knoll. Another m in'rc- 
mained in the truck. ,Shc drove oil', and 
ilic truck w:is gone before the motorcade 
appeared. In an affidavit for the Dallas 
sheriff's olTice, she later said that the man 
was carrying "what appeared 10 be a gun 
ca.sc" about three and a half to four feet 
long. Miss Mercer was never called as a 
witness or even questioned by the Com- 
mission. All we have is her affidavit, 
signed before the Dallas shcrifTs depart- 


ment on Nf her 22. I have not been 
able to finit-^cr. She's no longer in 
Dallas. 

PLAYBOYi But this is just one woniairs 
testimony. 

LANE: Yes, we begin with just one wom- 
an's testimony, but let me show how it 
fits into a pattern of evidence proving 
that at least one of the shots was fired at 
the President from the gra.ssy knoll. A 
railroad man named Iac Rowers w;is in 
a railroad tower overlooking the knoll, 
and be testified that be snw two men 
standing behind the wooden fence just 
before the shots were fired. Rowers did 
appear before the Commission and he 
testified that the moment firing broke 
out something attracted his attention to 
the fence. He described it as "something 
. . . which was out <if the ordinal y, 
which attracted my eye for some reason, 
which I could not identify." When asked 
for detail.s, he said he had seen "nothing 
that I could pin[>oint as having hap- 
pened that " Here he was inter- 
rupted hy a Commission lawyer. When I 
sub-setjucntly conducted a filmed and 
tape-recorded interview with Mr. Rowers 
in Dalla.s, I told him that for a year and 
a half I'd wondered what the end of that 
sentence was about to be. He told me, 
"Yes, I was interrupted by the Conmu.^ 
sion lasvycrs. Evidently they di(hi't want 
to get the facts. I was just going to tell 
that at the time the shots were fire<l. I 
looked at the fence and saw a puff of 
smoke, or flash of light, just when the 
shots were fired." Bowers 'gave me a de- 
scription of the two men on the knoll 
that dovetails with the description Julia 
Ann Mercer gave the Dallas sherill's 
office of the two men in the truck. And 
another witness , |. C. Price, a post ollicc 
employee, told ^ie Dalhis sticrifl's ollite, 
minutes after the assassination, that he 
was standing on top of the Terminal 
Annex Building on Dealey Pla?.a — over- 
looking ttie route of the Presidential 
motorcade — when the shots sverc fire<l. 
Price later told mc that when he heard 
gunfire, his attention was instantly drawn 
to tlie grassy knoll. In an interview with 
mc, be said be -saw a man run from be- 
hind the wooden fence and dash across 
a parking lot, disappearing hehintl the 
Rook Depository. Price also .said the man 
was carrying something in his hand that 
cntihl have been a gun. 
PLAYBOY: .So you liav'C three witnesses 
wiio contradict the Commission's conclu- 
sion that the shots came only from the 
Rook D e i>os i t ory . Why a re yo u su re 
these three are right, and all the wiitiess- 
ci the Warren Commission relied on arc 
wrong? 

lANEi There are many more than three. 
For example, three railroad employees 
were standing on a railroad bridge run.- 
ning across Elm Street above and in 
front of the Presidential limousine. They 
all said to mc in filmed and taped inter- 
views, or to Federal or local authorities. 
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[Ill- slu.i laiuf from ihi- ii;;lu IroiU 

ol' (he I'ifNitlciiliiil liminiMiic? 
lANE: V'-s. thcic U. There's :ni clphi- 
niilliiuL'li r iiH'iioir iiidun.' i;iVcn I)y 

;im:itriii plr lc-i.ipl 
/;iin>i4c i. some 


fr: 


, Aluiiliaiu 
of wfiich were 


|Mii>lishMl in I ilr 
hhots wiic Ijciii^ 
liliii— wiiicli -.tint 
ihc Conimissitm' 



, li xv;iN ui'kvii wiiilc tile 
Ur :il. l-iaiiR* 313 ot llio 
VMS ill \'oIiiiiie 18 ot 
s c\i(liii(i: — siiows ihc 
l'ri-M(ifiii jiiM lis tin shoi Mruik 

his hc.ul. An cxaminalioii of lIiG two sul)- 
.sajuiin fiaim-i~v'll and 31.'i— woultl 
reveal uhLlhtr he wa^ ilrivtii Iiatkwaiil 
or foiwanl l>y ilie im[)act of .tlic bullet. 
As ihe fraiiK'N arc picst-iital in the 2(i 
\ohinics. they secni in Mtinioit the Oom- 
niissioii's conti iitioii thai liie slmts canic 
from tliC real— ih:u the IMesiileiU was 
.suddenly driven foiwanl. Uiit (lie Com- 
mission created thai illusion by iraiiv 
|tosiii^ Iramts 311 an.l 315. and hy 
luislaheliiiK tlicni. Aavi..lly. ilie original 
lilm shows (li.a the I'lcsideiit Jtus driven 
hack ami (o ilie kit. One of our invest!- 
^.uois .Mialy^d ihc Conniiission frames 
and wime l o [. K'l^ar Hi>over iiointing 
out ihc deception. Mr. Hoover replied— 
well, lure's the Iciicr. lUad il yourself. 
PLAYBOY: Tlu teller, on I'lU slalioncry 
and sij;nca "Jolm r.<l};ar Hoover, Direc- 
tor," re.uls, ill pan: on are (orrcct in 
ilie ohservaiioii il ai frames labeled 311 
and 31.") of C:oninu>sioii Exliil>it 885 are 
transposed in Volume IH as noted in 
your lelier." 

LANE: ■riicre'.s anoilii r iniciesting aspect 
of ilie Zapruder Iilni: Tiic Cominission 
pui)lislied most ol Ihe fr.imcs, but ihey 
(ailed lo publish lianies tJltS U) 211. v\ 
sireei sign visible in Iraiin; 'i07 is only 
)>artially visil>le in Iranie '^12, because 
/a[)uukT panned his camera to pholo- 
maph ihenidviny riesideiilial limousine, 
In liaine sh;np line-, of siress sud- 

denly appear on the ba(k of ihc sign 
— ■wliith stood in a direct line of sight 
between the giassy knoll and the 
I'residriitial limousine— and the lines 
ten,!^thcn and (ieepen in succeeding 
frames. They apjiiar to radiate from it 
spot in the lower lek poriion of the sign, 
but that portion is no U-nger visible by 
ihe lime Irame was pimiographed. 
These siress lines appear to Ije the result 
of ihe impact of a bullet. Thus, what the 
Commission failed to publish — frames 
2l)H lo liU— cou d well he photographs 
ot a portion ot the sign struck by a bullet 
fired from the grassy kiioU': 'I his sign 
was removed fioin Oealey I'hwii just 
afier the assassination and has since 
dis.i PI feared. Tin: (piesiion of these mi.ss- 
ing Iranies was brought iictorc one ot 
the Conniiission's lawytrs last year by 
Davi'l I.ii'Kn i. :i graduate engineering 
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simUnt and an ;isw)ciatc of the Citi/.ens' 
Coinniittec of Inquiry. The lawyer was so 
cotic<:rncd lhai he wrote to Lee Rankin 
and Norman R.'dlicli , two other Com- 
mission attorney 1. admitiing that Litton*s 
evaluation of the stress signs as a result 
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of imilct impact "sccniciT pl;iusii)lc lo 
tw." 'I'liis C^niiiiiissicn ;irt(niicy coiii- 
imi.(c(l: "I liavo no icodlcainn ilint :uiy- 
bo'iy loi 1 s it tf It'll whai li:ii»|ieual 10 ihc 
sign, or tliM anybody ^vmn aware of itic 
f.Ki that ihc liaincN were oitiitieil, or 
lh:i( there «th: peculiar marks on llic 
batk of tiic MK"-" understood tlic stg- 
iiili':nticc of tlic stress uiarks ([uite clear- 
ly, for he adilcth "Since Oswald couki 
not have fned fast enough lo have hit 
the sij;u widi one shot at frame 20H and 
the rrcsident with another shot before 
flame '-*-5, when the President came out 
from hchitid the sIru, tlic notion is that 
someone else must have been firing at 
ih.- rresident. loo." Mr. Redlich's reply 
wiis typical: "MI of the evidence wiiich 
we have indicates cpiiic conclusively that 
no shots were fired from the front." In 
Oliicr words, since we start with tiic im- 
mutable presumption that Oswald was 
the lone as.sassin, firinfj from tlic rear, 
all contrary evidence must be dismissed. 
PIAYBOY: Is there atiy evidence that some 
shots could have come from other loca- 
liiius, sucli as the railroad overpass? 
lANE: Some shots may have oriRiniacd 
fiiim oUicr locations. My only jwint is 
that it*s impossible to conchulc there was 
a hue assassin, Oswald or anyone else, 
aficr we determine that even one shot 
01 iginatcd elsewhere. Uut I don't sec how 
shots could have been fired from the rail- 
roiid overpass wiihoui attracting the at- 
tention of the ntnncrous witnesses there. 
T hey would have seen and heard some- 
one firing a ride, since dierc is no easy 
plicc to hide on the overpass. Rut I do 
believe shots came from hoth the front 
and the rear. It's pos.sii)Ic that some siiots 
fiom the rear originated in the building 
housing the Dallas sherill's department 
—as at least one eyewitness, Charles 
r.iehm, told mc he thought at tlic lime. 
I'.ut let me make clear tliat to say shots 
might have come from that building is 
in.t to imply a sherilt or policeman fired 
tiicm — any more than the Commission's 
conclusion that shots came from the 
I'.ook Depository Building impKcates 
any publishing firms witli offices there. 
l,ct's just say that Dallas law-enforce- 
ment officers would hardly be eager to 
investigate the possil)ility that the Prcsi- 
iicnt of the United States was shot from 
one of (heir own buildings. 
PLAYBOYi Are you cliarging. in effect, that 
die Waneu Commission lied — by ignor- 
ing all evidence to the contrary — when it 
(oncluded diat the 'l*resident was shot 
only from the sisth-Iloor window of the 
V'ook Depository? 

L^NEs "Lied" is not my word. After all, 
as news media have assured us tor three 
years now, (he members of the Warren 
^>Jn^Mus^ion arc all lionorable men. Hut 
(onccrn.'.ig Oswald's presence in tltat 
window, tlierc is one piece of crucial evi* 
ilencc liiat could prove fairly condu- 
Mvcly whctlicr he was there or not. A 
few seconds before the first shot hit the 


President, a l'< l;iioid phoio;v;pli 'vas 
l:iken of llie 1'. i >ii!ciiu.d iii n-iisine. It 
WHS developed mm liie s.ciie. and -hows 
the sixth-Iloor window of tlu I'-ook i>e- 
posltovy moinciiis Itefoic tlie s!i >is were 
fired. The picture was t;ikcn oy a Dallas 
resident name d Mary Motnm ui The -it 
volumes contaifi a repoii Irom a Dallas 
deputy .sheriir. _ l ohn Wisciu.tn , who 


rctiuisilioiiett the picture tvom Mivs 
Moorman. On Novemb.:r 23. Wiseman 
reported tn the Dallas sherin'.- depart- 
ment that he had looked at the [lidurc— 
hut he was ju;\i;r asked uh.it it shoved. 
His affidavit docs state that the pi oiq 
sliows the whidow wlurc (he gunnan 
was alleged to have been fiiin;;, hut it 
doesn't mciuiou wIu-iIht aiiyone iv iu 
the window. 'Ilii- picinre wa^ turned 
over by tiie Dal!;is d' puts Oiciill to 
agents of the S' cn t Si r\irc. t lias n -ver 
been puhllNhcd. No <ni': will s ly where 
it is. It is not .iv.iilable in t'lc National 
Archives. riesimi;d.ly, the C.ovcrimieiit 
has it somewhere, but nobody is tailing. 
I titink it's sale lo assume th.it if this 
photo, taken a lew sctonds b -forc the 
shots were fired, simwed Let- (iswald or 
anyone else sliooiing at the l*rcsideiit 
from the Depository windcnv. it would 
probably have been published on the 
cover of the Wan en Commission Report, 
Certainly it wovild have been published 
snwni'herr as irrefutable proof of ()s- 
■ wald's guilt — and the origin of at least 
some of the shots, Iu light of the picture's 
suppression, you can drav yonr own 
conclusions as to what it di'l <-r did not 
show. 

PLAYBOY: Did the nature of President 
Kenticdy's wounds shed any lijju on the 
origin of the sh')ts? , 
lANE: Thill's a key question. l<.emembcr 
at the moment the first shu was fired. 
President Kcnticdy was fj^ciirg to Ins 
front and to Ids right — toward the grassy 
kiioll. Even the Connnission (oticedes 
thi.s. Now. if the bullet that stiutk his 
throat came from the knoll, then the 
wound would have ui be an entrance 
wound. Oil the other hand, if the bullet 
came from the Uook Depository llnild- 
ing, behiiul the rrcsideiui.d limousine, 
then it would have to he an exit woiuul. 
Every doctor at Dallas* P.ukland Hos- 
pital who examined tltc \vound iu 
President Kennedy's throat and made a 
statement to the press on the day o£ the 
assassinatioTi said the throat wound was 
an cnlrnncc wound. That means the 
bullet entered Irom the frc-nt. As T said, 
the C'onnni.ssion itself coiuedes th.it the 
President w;is looking in the g'Micral 
direction of the knoll at th;n moment. 
Thus, the mrdiral cvidenc supports the 
eyewitness testimony of people in Dcalcy 
riaza that some shots-— at least this shot 
— came from the grassy knoll. 
PLAYBOY: But thc W.irreu Commission 
later concludal that the throat wound 
was, in fact, an exit wound, supporting 
their conclusion that thc shots came 


from the lloiw^leposiioiy. 
lANE: Sure they did. P.ui just saying it's 
.so doesn't make it so. even when it's 
s:,kI i,y_as I think you called tlicm— 
"some of the moM distinguished figures 
in Americati life." The fact is. the Com- 
nussiou's conclusion tliat thc wouiul was 
an exit, wound was as {[nestioiiahle as thc 
rest of their findings. Tliey reached it 
because they had to: otherwise their 
whole case against Oswald as thc lotic 
assassin would hdl apart. And to make 
their exit-wound conclusion stick, they 
conveniently disjmsed of— or ignored — all 
the embarrassing contradictory evidence. 
PLAYBOY: If the tluoat wound was an eu- 
ttancc wound, what happened to the 
bullet? None was found in the Presi- 
tlcnt's body. 

lANE: Whether or not a bullet remained 
'ill the President's body can best, perhaps 
only, be detetmiued by an examination 
(if the autopsy X rays. But that evidence 
—constituting at law "the bt:U evidence" 
— has been suppressed,' and wc arc left 
with the opinions of military physicians. 
The medical authorities who conducted 
thc autopsy at thc Bethesda, Maryland, 
Naval Hospital took one roll of 120 film, 
22 color photographs, 18 black-and- 
white prints, aiul 11 X rays of the Prcsi- 
dcnt'.s body. Those photographs arul X 
rays could answer the tjuestion of where 
thc bullets^came from. Naval Cotnmand- 
c r ]■ T. Humes, thc doctor at the Naval 
ifo.siiltal who had thc photos taken to 
as.sist him iu determining thc path of 
the bullet tlirougb die President's body, 
testified they were taken from him I)y 
agents of the Secret Service before they 
were even developed. Thc X rays atid 
photographs have never been .seen by 
any member of the Warren Commission, 
nor by any of its aitorueys. This in- 
credible fact is reluctantly corroboratc<i 
by former (Connnission Counsel Arle n 
Specter, in an interview in thc October 
10, IWf), issue of U.S. .Wii'.v & IVorltl 
Itrpnrt. You'll recall tU;u thc where- 


abouts of the photos was unknov n iintil 
early last November, when, according 
to The New York Thurs of Nov.-mber 
2, the Justice Department "disclosed 
that photographs and X rays taken of 
President Kennedy's hmly at the autopsy 
after his assassination were ttirned over 
to thc National Archives ... by the 
Kennedy family." It's comforting to 
learn that thc photos havci/t dis- 
appeared, but no non-Govcriunent in- 
vestigator will be able to examine thc 
material for at least five years. Anyway, 
the main point is not what thc photos 
and X rays show, hut why thc Warren 
Commission never tried to secure them 
ill the first place. Thc Commission's 
failure to examine them epitomizes their 
inadccjuate investigation. If they hail 
done everything else perfectly, this one 
vital omission would still be enough to 
di.scredit their work. 
PLAYBOYi Why didn't the Warren 


V* Oi'iiiuissioii ask to cxaiK_^' tlic photos 

Q ami X rays? 

LAME: I (loit't know. Tcrhnpt (hey thovi^^ht 

^ th.ic the evidence nitfjlit confuse thcni. 

^ It iiii^ht even inicrffrc with their liily 

l-j pn concc|iitoiis. When President John- 
M>ii was asked this at a press conference, 
lie rephal. "I think every American can 

P« tii.d<'ist;ind the reasons why we wouUhi't 
w;iiit lo h;ivc the Rarnients, the records 
:in<I cveryihiri.t; paraded out in every 
M"Mnp; cirdc in the couniry to be cx- 
pl'*iied and used without .scrviii;;_ any 
j;«u>d or official purpose." Well, no one 
bus s\iRj;csleil that the evidence be 
mi i/.eil in that fashion— merely that the 
(Initimissiou should have .fcrn the cvi- 
tit iicc bcffire ihcy si;;ncd their Report. 
PLAYBOYi Whai did ihc doctors who coii- 
d(i< led die auiopsy say alraut the Prcsi* 
dtiit'j wounds? 
. lANEi At fust, nothing— for . the simple 
re.ison that the Covcriinietit silenced 
(hem. Humes, ulio conthicied the autop- 
sy, told a New York Times reporter he 
"liad been forliichleii lo talk" by agents 
of the nil. Doctors at raikland Hospicd 
who originally said the diroat wound 
Was an entrance woinid were similarly 
visiiai by tlie VIM and told to make no 
more public statcnients. In fact, if you 
tui n lo Volume 17 of the Warren Com- 
niissioti icsiiniony, you'll find a most cx- 
tr.iordinary rcrtificaie written by Dr. 
Humes. It reads: "I, James |. Humes , 

■ certify that I have destroyed by burning 
certain pri'liminary draft notes relating 
to Naval ^^e(tical Scliool Aiuopsy Rc- 
p(M't Afi3-272 . . ." Think about this 
for a moment. Here wc have <i com- 
m.inder in the United States Navy, who 
is also a doctor, assigned to perform die 
aniopsy on the assassinated President of 
the- United States, burning his draft notes 

■ on the auiopsy — really, our notes — 
and being silenced by the Fill. And wc 
have crucial evidence, the X rays and 
piioLographs, never examined by the 
('.cinimission. If Oswald was the lone assas- 
sin, if all the shots came from the Book, 
Depository, if everything is as cut and 
dried as the Commission assures us it is, 
then why the mystery? Why the official 
suppression? Arc we really 17 years from 
IIW'l? U you wonder wliy Dr. Humes 
iMimctl his notes, I refer you to the state- 
ment of one of the most inventive of the 
W.irrcn Commission lawyers, Arlcn 
Specter, in that interview with U. S. 
Nvws ir ll'ofW Rclwrt. Here Specter 
explains thiit Humes, "had never pcr- 
iMiued an autopsy on*a President" be- 
foi'c. No do\d)t lie was out on a liousc 
«;id when RooscvcU died, and therefore 
l;iikcd the prerecjuisitc experience that 
^\><uld have taught him that valuable 
Covcrnmcnt documents arc not to be 
ii''Mroyed, 

pLAYBOYi Have you tried to rcacli Humes 
yourself to find out why he burned his 
49 notes? 


lANE: I wrote in him but ncvii n'ccived 
an answer. 

PLAYBOY; U lluit any physital evidence 
to supjiort the (^>mniis'.ion's ondusion 
that Oswald \v;is ilic lone as-^aNsin? 
LANE: Oldy Kxliihit number .SW. 
PLAYBOY! WhidT is? 

LANE: Kxhibil ll!)'.' of ihe W.incn Com* 
mission I<('p<M' is a bnlkt that is the 
oidy sidisnuiii.ii link luiwcci; ibe as'-assi- 
nation and the M;innlii hcr-1 :;iuano rillc 
the Commission" (l.iinis Ik-Ih i-;!)! lo Os- 
wald. There are some bidht lrai;mcu(S 
(hat the ('.onunission also aircinpted to 
link lo die M;iiiiilicli(TC;.ir(.'n(', luii die 
whole botly ol hiillislics litiraiurc dcrii- 
onstrates that tlicy are valueless for pur- 
poses of idemilication. The signifu ancc 
of lixliibit 3!l(l, however, ;^'ocs beyond 
the fact that it w.is used in an cITott to 
tie Oswald to thr murder. The Coniniis- 
sion's whole sinpile-assassin theory rests 
on die fact ihai iliis bullet hit hnth Presi- 
dent KeiuKily ;inil Governor Connally. 
PLAYBOY: Wh)? 

LANE: llccausc ibc Zapnulcr Tilni shows 
that the innxiwuiti time dial c*iuld have 
separated tlie wounding of the President 
and of the gnvernor was 1.8 seconds. 
The expert who tested the ;tlleged assas- 
sination weapon liir the C.ovcrnmcTU said 
it rctpiired a minimum r>f 2.11 seconds 
simply to work the bolt of tlic Carcano 
rifle. Tiiis was the minimum interval be- 
tween the two shots, not iiKhidinj; the 
time necessary to aim; tlius Osivald (ould 
not have fired twice in less tlian 2.'1 sec- 
onds. Hut the Warren Commission was 
faced ivilh the demonstrable fact that, at 
most, only 1.>S seconds clapsctl between 
the time Prcsidciil Kennedy was slioi and 
the time the governor, ivho was siiting^on 
a jump-scat in frnnt of Kennedy, was hit. 
This meant tlie stiot that wimiidcd Gov- 
ernor Connally ums fired by somebody 
else. As tlie (^oiiimission's (iwii coiinsel, 
J. Lec Rankin, put it: "To siy that ihcy 
were bit hy s< [>.nate bulleis is synony- 
mous with sayin;; ihai there were two as- 
sassins." The Coniniivsion resolved ihis 
dtlenuiia wiili an iiiiaginati\e imeiuion: 
diat one bullet struck tlic President in 
the back of his neck, exited through the 
front of his ibioat, and then struck 
the governor, whose reaction to being 
wounded was delayed. The bullci passed 
into the governor's back, sbaiicrin:j; his 
fifth rii) into midtiple fragments, exited 
through his ciicst, and passed through 
his right wrist, smashing the wrisd)onc, 
struck his thighbone and ludgcd in his 
left thigh. The bullet that did all this, 
Exliit)it 31)9, is an almost pure, pristine, 
tindamagetl bullet. If you look at its 
photogra^)h in the Warren Hci>ovt, you'll 
see that it isn't even dcntedl 
PLAYOOYi You mean this bullet made sev- 
en wounds in two men, bicaking three 
different boms, and wasn't materially 
damaged in the process? 
lANE: I don't mean it — the ^Varren Com- 
mission means it! I think the suggestion 


is preposicrv^ and so did several of 

the doctors who examined Oniiially and 
his X rays at Parkland and Uethcstia, 
PLAYBOY: Isn't it barely possible that a 
bullet could <lo everything the Commis- 
sion says this one did and yet emerge 
unscathed? 

LANE; Not even barely, I'm afraid. The 
(kwnmission's own cxpeils fucd oiher 
bullets from the C^arcano into a variety 
o( Md)slanccs, and in each rase the bullet 
came out defornu-il. And the Coni- 
mis.sion »rrrr tried to have one bidUt do 
cvrryihing that they claim nuiidier yj'.* 
did. One Commission cxpeft. Dr. Alfreil 
G. Olivier, a veterinarian, fired a bullet 
through a gelatin bittck sujiposedly rep- 
re*cnting the President's neck. He wasn't 
a^ctl about the condition of the bullet 
when it emerged. He also fired a bullet 
through the carcass of a goat, supjKistd- 
ly simulating Governor Connally's batk 
and chest. I'hat bullet was "<piiic flat- 
tened," he tcsiifictl. "I'hen he fired a 
Imtlct into the wrist of a corpse, and 
icsiificd with pride that he had created a 
fracture in the cadaver almost identical 
with the fracture sulTered by Governor 
Counally. He also testified, however, that 
the spent bullet from the ca<lavcr was 
not like inmibcr 300 at all. He said, 
"Commission Exhibit 399 is not fiattened 
on the end. This one is very severely 
(laitened on the end." 
PUYBOY: Dkl the bullet fragments found 
in the governor's wrist, rib and thigh 
match Exhibit 399? 

LANE: Of course not. How do you jnii a 
jigsaw pu/zlc together if someone throws 
in a few extra pieces? Dr. Shaw, who 
examined Cotinatly, testified that there 
seemed to be more tlian three grains of 
nictal from the bullet loilged in the 
governor's wrist wound, and still more 
fragments were found in his thighbone. 
But according to FBI tests, less than 
three grains of metal all told are missing 
from Exhibit 599. Timr magazine, on 
September 16, lOflfi, summed it up this 
way: "The bullet o[rerc<l sulficieiit 
grounds to make the single-bidlet theory 
suspect. . . . Medical men testified tliat 
it could not have <lone so much damage 
to Connally and emerged in such good 
sliape." 

PLAYBOY: The bullct in question, accord- 
ing to die Warren Report, was foimd on 
Governor Connally's stretcher at Park- 
land Hospital. If it didn't fall out of his 
botly, where did it come from? 
IAK«: Who knows? First of all, the War- 
ren Commission artfully distorted tlie 
testimony of the senior engineer at the 
hospital. Darrell C. Tomlinson, to coii- 
dndc that the bullet was in fact discov- 
ered on Connally's stretcher. However, 
i£ you read Tomlinson's testimony for 
Toursclf. you'll find all he would ever say' 
was that he saw it roll from a stretcher 
that was left in the hospital corridor. He 
didn't know if it was Governor Connally's 
•tfctcher, President Kennedy's stretcher 


<ir cvdi ilic sirculicr of somcNfiijilly un- 
i(:l;uc(l piiiiciU. Kcinciiilicr. jiiiUiy people 
li;ul ji.'TtAS to llic l^o^pil;ll lliiit (lay: even 
\;uV. Utiby v/iis (Iierc, actonliiig lo two 
wiliiwc-s. incliitlinf; Scn'pps- 
Howjmi iicwMn:i» Selli K:>iilor, who lev 
lifieil he i:ilkc(l to Rni)y ilicrc. The 
f^)iniiiiviioii. of toiir.sc, <liM"cg;irti«l his 
lr^til)l•>||y. 

PlAVBOYi 0« yni think Ktil)y — or some- 
one li.NC — pl;nitc(I Uiis l)nllet on ihc 
Mifttli':r lo intriiniiKitc Oswald? 
lANE: Tiiat icrt.ilnly is :i powibilily 
that slioiild be cxiuiiincd, since it would 
account for a lot of bafllinj; thinRS about 
r.nhibit 309— inchulint; the pristine con- 
ilirioii of the bullet after supposedly 
Miiaihing the bodies and bones of two 
men. 

plAYBOYi Cotildn'l there be a more in- 
iiocciki explanation for llic coiitrailic- 
tions Mirroundin^ this bullet than that 
it wa-. deliberately planted as part of a 
<onspiracy to frame Oswahl? 
lANE: I'crhaps. lint none M:^■m^ ap|)ar- 
cnt. 'I'bc more I've stntlifd the whole 
(jueslion of Kxhibit 300, ihc more fan- 
tastic it becomes. For example, two 
dcchiNsified FUl autopsy reports, dated 
December 9, lOCiJ. and January 13. lOCvI, 
were lecciuly discovered in tlie National 
Archives ill Washington. They .state llaily 
that ihc buUct in ([ucsiiou enteral I'rcsi- 
dent Kennedy's iuich — not his neck, 
miiul you, as llu- Coimnissiou claims — 
and iliil 7iot (oiiiinuc thiouj^h his body. 
The I'llI a(;cnis who aliciidcd the auiop- 
.sy i'rj>or(C<l I hat Commander I Tunics 
said ihen — wliaicvcr he may have since 
. claini'-d to ihe cnnlrary — that there was 
"no point of cxii": that the Indict pene- 
trated, the President '.s back a very short 
ilistancc. The iwo Fltl aRcnts, James 
W. Sibcrt and Francis X. O'Neilf . who 
were prcscni during the autopsy at 
Uctht-sda Naval Hospital, said that Dr. 
Vfiinics probed the back wound with his 
lingci' and deteiiniiicd that the bullet 
had iraveleil "a short distance, inasnmch 
an tlx; end ol the opening cotdil be felt 
with the linger." Since no bullet was in 
ihc I'lTsIdeni's back and "there was no 
point of exit," the agents said Humes was 
puzzled as lo the whercabonis of the 
l>ulti'(. After being infornied (hat a bullet 
was "foinid on a stretcher" at Parkland 
Hospital — presumably the Prcsitlcni's 
Mreiilicr — aud thai the President had 
been sid)iecic-d to external cardiac mas- 
Kige there, "Dr. ilinncs stated tliat the 
pattern was t iear that the one bullet had 
ciiKicd llic President's ba(k and had 
worI,«l its way out of the body during 
external car.Iiac massage." This cxpla- 
iiati'-n appears lo be rorrobornted by 
Col<i;icI Fintk, another pliysician present 
at the autopsy, who was ipiotetl by .Secret 
Ser\icc agent Roy Kelicrman. also prev 
cnt during the autopsy, as having said, 
"There are no lanes for an outlet of this 
entry in this man's shoulder." Perhaps 
this explains why Commander Humes 
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W (k'citlcd to Imrii iiN o>f}*in;il notes after 
^ (he (;oinnii%sioii'.'i tiifory contradicted 
wliat Ik- \v.\i\ wrlltcii down. Not only is 
^ tlii> n (ml licr iiidiratioii tlmt the aii- 
>< l(>i>sy records were tampered with Ijeforc 
piitflication id the Warren Re|>ort hut 
it also rehtiis tl)c Coiniiii5sion's fantasy 
:d>oui Fxhihit VJ'.i hittinj; hoth President 
A Kennedy and ^ Governor Oonnall^ . In 
addition. Governor Connnlly himself 
said Oh a CWS television show on Scp- 
tcnil>er 27, 1901: "I iinder.Mand there is 
some <pieslion in the minds of the ex- 
perls iihoui whciher or not wc fonid 
both have been hit by the same bidlct 
, . . the first bullet. I jnst don't hap- 
pen to believe that. I won't believe it, 
never will believe it, because, a^^ain, I 
heard the first shoi, I rccoj;ni/cd tt for 
what I thoiijrht it was. t had time to 
turn to try to see what had happened. 
I was in the process of turning again be- 
fore I felt the impact o[ n bullet." ^^rs. 
Connally, who w.i< seated next to die 
Rovcrnor, also swears President Ken- 
nedy was hit before her husband and 
by a separate bidlct. The Warren Com- 
mission chose to ignore their testimony 
— and it they weren't dealing widi tlie 
governor of Texas, the Commission 
would probably have impeached Con- 
nally's integrity, as they did with less 
prominent nonconforming witnesses. 

And here's something I jnst found out: 
I recently spent several hours in the 
studios of WNEW-TV licrc in ^ranhat- 
tan, searching for footage for a docu- 
mentary program, and in their library I 
found what may be the sole remaining 
video tape of the press conference held 
in Dallas' Parkland Hospital on the after- 
noon of the assassination. This pariicvdar 
fdm was taped by Station Wl'AA-TV in 
Dallas, an ABC affiliate. WFAA and all 
llie other local stalions were visited after 
the assassination by I'lU and Secret Serv- 
ice agents and asked to surrender all their 
tapes o£ ibc hospital news conference. 
Utit d»is fdm segment was flown to New 
York soon after the assassination and 
gathered dust in WNEW's fdes for three 
years, apparently without die l-'lll being 
aware oE its existcnre. The film shows 
Dr. H.ol>cri Shaw, one of the physicians 
attending Governor Connally, speaking 
to the press at 4:30 r.M. on November 
22. After Dr. Shaw described the gover- 
nor's woutids, he said the bullet that 
caused the governor's wounds remained 
at that time in Connally's thigh. This is 
two and a half hours after Exhibit 399— 
the bullet tliat the' Commission claims 
caused all the governor's wouiuls, includ- 
ing the liiigh wound — \vas found by^ar- 
^rcll Tomlinson. S o if anytliing else was 
neetled to discredit Exhibit 399, here it is. 
If there was a bidlet in the governor's 
thlgii two and a half liours after Exhibit 
301) was so conveniently found near the 
Mrctcher, where is it now? 
PLAYBOV: Fof tUat matter, where is the 
50 bullet that you quoted the FBI as say- 


ing cnt<'n'<l <hr President's b.ick and did 
not exit? 

IAN£: As I ij d((.i(ed .1 mom' lU ago, that 
may be Kxliihii 3<m. 

PLAV80Y: Their stcnis to hr sdinc cnnfu- 
Sinn about ilu' iiiiiiihrr o[ liullets fired. 
Would you go nver ihein fuie at a time? 
lANE: The Commission ((uichided tliat 
three biilleis wi-re fired, wiih two hits. 
They say one strut V the hack of the 
President's iitvk. exited from hts thrf>at • 
and then p;issci.l on into (Hovcrnor Con- 
nally. Alinihcr sh"l missed. Another 
hullel—lhc liii.il f)ii< - siriM k the 

i'rcsideni in the head. Hut shooting from 
the Depositorv windnw, <.)swald simply 
wouldn't have been able lo lim and hrc 
three shots at a moving i;ii^;( i in the time 
he had lo shoot. Ollirr evidence further 
rebuts the ( ioiniiiissioirs st iiunue. Roy 
Kellermaii, tin: Se(r< i Scrviie agent rid- 
ing in the Picsiileniiid linDiisinc, testified 
that right alter the fiisi sh )i, Uv distinctly 
lieard the Prc--idciu say. "My God, I am 
hit!" Although subjected lo intense cross- 
examination. Keliennan insisted this is 
what the I'lesidcnt Kud. Now when 
could Kennedy have said this in the se- 
quence offered us by the Commission? 
Surely not before he was hit. Smcly not 
after a hnlUt ripped dirougli his throat, 
severely damaging Iiis vocal cords. Sure- 
ly not after the fatal shot tlrovc a por- 
tion of his skull into the street. So the 
Commission's review of ivcnts docs not 
accommodate the Prcsith-in's verbal re- 
action to the first shot. It also conlravenes 
the tcsiimony of (Governor and Mrs. 
Connally a)>out the firsi shot, and the 
report on ihc autopsy by rht- two MU 
agents, Siln-ii and O'Neill, who re- 
ported, you will retail, that onr bullet 
liad entered "a fnigi t's |i nuth" into the 
President's and lodged there. 

A mote pl.iusible se<|uence, which — 
uidike the W;irren (^ominission's version 
—conflicts willi nenic of the above evi- 
dence, is this: The first bullet stiuek the 
President in the back, causing the non- 
fatal, nonpenetrating "Unger's length" 
wound to which Sibcrt and O'Neill tes- 
tified in their Vlil report. This wound 
was not in the hack oC die neck, but be- 
low the President's .shoulder, (orrespond- 
ing exactly to the holes in the baik of his 
shirt and jacket. I don't see how a bullet 
could have entered the back of his neck 
and made a hole in the back of his shirt 
and jatket more than fuc inches below 
the top of his collar. In any case, after 
this first, noiilethal bullet struck; the 
President exclaimed, "My Cod. I am 
hiti" Another huilci — lei's call it llullct 
Number Two. even though it may not 
be the second in the sequence — v/as fired 
from the knoll in front of ilic car, strik- 
ing the President in the ihroat and caus- 
ing the entrance wounti to wluch the 
doctors at Parkland Hosjiital referred in 
their statements to the press on the day 
of the assassination. A third bullet, evi- 
dently from behind, struck Governor 


Connally. SV' fourth bullet missed the 
limousine and its occupants, striking the 
curb an<l leaving beliind lead traces later 
discovered by the FBI. I'liis bullet 
shattered into fragmeius when it hit the 
curb, aiid.one.of the -fragment.s — or per- 
haps a piece of roncreie-r-sirurk a spec- 
tator, jamcs^ , Taguc. wounding Iiiin 
superficially in the fare. A fiftli bullet 
then struck the President in the head, 
killing liim. This bullet must also have 
been fired from in front of the car. from 
ihe direction of the grassy knoll, because 
the Za[)rudcr frames — when arranged in 
the $c<pience in which ihey were taken 
— show the President <lriven bnck into 
his seat with considerable force under 
the impact of the bullet. 1'hat could not 
have happened if the bullet had been 
fired from behind the limousine. And as 
1 mentioned earlier, a portion of the 
President's skull was driven back to tlie 
left and r(^^r. '-'tiding in the street bc- 
hintl the car; if i he .shot had come from 
the rear, that skull fragment would Iiavc 
to have been driven forward. So, all told, 
we have five shots fire<l — not including 
the one that may have hit the traffic sign 
— four of them hitting cither the Presi- 
dent or Governor Connally, and at least 
two of them, or possibly three, fired from 
in front of the Presidential limousine. 
riAYBOVj Didn't die Coimuissioii consider 
this sequence? 

lANE: Possibly (hey considered /. but 
they certainly couldn't accept it, ..ecause 
they must have seen at least two (i..'.-.gs 
wrong with it from their standpcnnt. 
First of all. five shots could not all be 
fired by the same man in the available 
time, and that would dispose of die 
Commission's singlc-assasstn tlicory. .Sec- 
ondly, shots came from both tiic front 
and the rear of the car, and this would 
also have canceled out the possibility of 
a single assassin. In order not (o contra- 
dict its theory, the Warren Commission 
ignored the evidence and invented its 
own convenient three-bullet sequence. 
Yet it flows from the evidence that there 
were, in fact, five shots. 
PLAVBOYi What about the rifle from which 
the Commission claims all the shots were 
fired? You indicate in your book that 
Oswald's N Ia n ti 1 i c hcr-Ca rca np couldn't 
have been^thc sole weapon involved in 
the assassination. Why? 
lANE: For the simple reason that the rifle 
just couldn't have done what tlie Warren 
Commission said it did. It was an old, 
inaccurate weapon. 

PlAYBOYi The Commission concluded 
that "various tests showed that the Mann- 
liclicr-Carcano was an accurate rifle and 
that the use of a four-power scope was 
a substantial aid to rapid, accurate fir- 
ing , . ." Do you challcjigc these tests? 
LANE: I don't challenge the tests; I rely 
upon them. I challenge the conclusion 
the Warren Commission draws from 
them. The rifle tests prove the Mannlich- 
tr-Carcano could not have fired the shots. 


lANE; I d's l)C{;iii :'t the Ik'^IihiIiis- Ttic 
Conimiwinii Kiys, .is you juM (luoial. 
thai i\ tck'scopic M^lK i-^ ''■'I"*'' 
;.ccuv..ic iivinj;. An fi.r :»% rapUUiy i% con- 
cvrncd—ancl liiis is the critinil fiicior— 
lliai's iionsciiNC. Any ridniuui knows it 
i<;(Hiin-s more time to fire witlt the aid 
i.f a telescopic siKlit than wiili an ordi- 
nary iron sifilit. The Commission aho 
Mitics that the Maniinchcr-Carcano 
was an accurate rifie. Nonsense afiain. 
RiRe «"ipcns and lille manuals and cncy- 
cloiKtilas a^rcc llial this Italian caihinc 
is an extremely i><»"r, cheap and inaccii- 
rafc wnipon. Tlic price alone is an indi- 
f.ilioii. Oswald was suiiiiosed to have 
houghi. it from a Chita^o mail-order 
house for S12.7fi, plus $7.i:i for a srope. 
In fa. I, lliat surplus Italian carhinc 
prese-iily sells hie S3 if you liuy it in 
lots of 25 or mnic. I don't have to tell 
ri.AYi.oY rea(iirs how much a Rood, 
iiccurite rifle wilh a scope costs; you 
ran'l );et one for less than SdO. 
PLAYdCiYj You wioic in your honk dtat Os- 
wald's anumiuilion was almost 20 years 
old. imjjIyinR ii was defective. Was it? 
LANE: Let mc tpiote from tlic \Varrcn 
CominiMion this limc. The Report siaics 
flatly that the iimmuniliou for the rifle is 
ctirrcnily being manufactured by the 
Olin-Malhicson Company . In other 
words, the hidleis could have hecn in 
brand. new, tiptop shape. lU-iiiR a suspi- 
cious type, one of niy invesiigaiors wrote 
to Olin-Mathiesnn. and le;iriied that the 
f).5-nim Maiuilicher-Carcatio cartrldRC 
has not been manufactured since 194'I. 
Since the Comuiission cnidd discover no 
other sources for this bullet, and since 
the powder in a bullet deteriorates in 
lime, wc must conclude, as Olin-Maihic- 
!ion did, that "the rcliahiliiy of such am- 
mvuiition wouUl be questionable today." 
PIAYBOY: Lei's accept yoiu" ;ir(;mnent that 
the rifle was poor and the ammtmition 
antit'iUatrd. Coiddn't Oswald still have 
managed to deliver three lucky shots? 
lanEl It's niatlicmatifally possible. IE I 
leaned out of this window and squeezed 
«(F ihrcc shots with my eyes closed, it's 
niathcmaiically possible that I could 
briiiif down a helicopter heading for die 
Pan Am Building. All I'm saying is it's 
not true, as the Commission states, that 
Oswald hntl everything going for lum 
that day; from an "accurate" rifle to 
fresh ammunition. Any tuan using' Utat 
Tide, and firing at a moviiiK target with a 
iclc'Copic sight from a 'sixth-floor win- 
dow, was operating inidcr a terrible 
handicap. And the facts sliow diat five 
hlH>i'« Of mort^ were Ared. Since it lakes 
2.5 seconds just lo work the bolt of the 
M:unilicher-Carcano — according to the 
lesiimony of V'Bl rifle expert Ronald 
Sinimons — that is not mathematically 
{>ONsiblc in the 5.6 seconds that the Com- 
mission concedes is the maximum lime 
Oswald woidd have had to fire from the 
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Q PIAYBOY: tvcii i( ().su;iUl i>ofir cqiiii*- 
luciu ((I nIiihh wiih. iliilii't tlic C'.«in- 

*^ missirm C'uu IimIc lie vi-.is;m fxcclli'iit sliol? 

>« . IAN£; Tli.ii loiicltisidii Is (111 ;i level with 

.f^ ilif rest of ilu'ir rm(Iiiit;s. "Mk" f.iri tli.it 
(>.v/;(I'I v/:is ;. rfl.'iiivrlv j*.>.>r vlii^t. U you 

..iiiiiii: ;i;:^> ;]-.<: U>t time tlierc's 

pitnii lie irvff fimi ;i ritie- — you'll find he 
Morcil (tiily tmc point :tI>ovc the lowest 
^^.^l^tlC tjiLiIinciUion. One of hit buddies 
ill (he M.-iiiii(r.s ,_Nelson nclK:ula, t old nic 
il'iil Oswiild w;i^Micli a |>oor shot lie was 
llic Iau(;lMiiRstock of the stjiiad, because 
ivhcii Oswaltl fucd, "MapRtc's tlrawcrs" 
oricn popped up. Ma^^ic's drawers h n 
I'd IlnR waved whenever a hullet coin- 
p'cicly ini\-n:\ the larRct. And Dcl{;ado 
:<dti<i, incidentally, tliat when he told 
I his 10 Fill aRCiiis. they arj^ucd with 
him for ihiec hours, iryiiiR to hrow- 
IwMt him iiiio chnnRinR his testimony, lo 
M.itc lliat Os'v.dd w.iH a good f.liot, Liw- 
vers (iill (his an ;mcinpt at subornation 
of perjury. The Commission also indicat- 
ed that had atmospheric conditions at 
die time of the test could have account- 
ed for Oswalds had showing; in the Rc- 
i»rirt you'll find die explauaiion that "It 
miRlit well have been a bad day for 
firing the , rifle — windy, rainy, dark." 
Well, I've been a lawyer lonp; enough to 
know diat wlicncvcr weather is a factor 
ia a U);.il pi(»cectIiiiH. all you have to do 
it MibiKJciia the records of the U.S. 
W'e.ither lluieau for the day in question. 
U> I catlal the Weather Uurcau and they 
said (hat tUe weather in the Los AiiRetcs 
are.i for the day of Oswald's Marine 
■ <'KHps rifle test was not "windy, rainy, 
datk.." It w;is suiuiy, bright anil cloud- 
less, widi a lemperatiire ranging between 
7- and 70 degrees. Refore itululging 
ill speculation, the Warren Cominiwion 
slutuUl have contacted the Weather 
llurc.iu. I*eihaps tlicy did — and ignored 
the infonn^ition when it proved incon- 
venient for dieir thesis that their marks- 
m.iii, Oswald, had done i>oorly on his 
liile test only because ot jmor weather 
uindiiions. While this is a relatively mi- 
nut |h>im, it indicates how the Commis- 
sion ui>cr,iivd. 

PtAVBOYi lUii after having Oswald's 
wtMiKin tested, the Crfunmission conclud- 
al that be had "the capability to fire 
ibiee >hMis. with two hits, within 4.8 and 

r>.l» sfioitds." 

lANE; Y.'s. ilu-y di<l s;iy diat. To test Os- 
^*\dd*s lAiK'nisc. the (^>mniiwion asked 
ibiee M.nieis of die .National Uille Asso- 
(i.iimn- tbue of die best riflemen the 
\ ioiuiuissl.iii could fuid — to duplicate 
o-.\s.iM'i te.it. Let'i see what hap[>cned. 

..1 .,11. [lie tlitee experts found diey 
..k^ild iiMi even aim die rifle correctly, 
iK\..UNC the leUvopic sight was improp- 
erly ali;;[ied; it aUi wobbled, because it 
52 ■'^^'a* jKK'ily attached. 


PLAYBOY: C.mddn't the sig'n liavc bccn 
loosened or d.im.igcd nflcr the assjissina- 
lion? 

lANE: ^^•ll^;lp^. At any taic, the Conunis- 
siiHi w,is gi .t< ions cn'Migh to pcrinit a 
guiiMiiidi III u-.< l the scope by wcUIing 
two or iliice iiiet d shims n> ihe rillc be- 
fore the N.R A. rUleiiicn luult-nook the 
lest. O^w.iid h..d alle-cdiy fired 

from 'iO feet .ddive the grouinl — hut the 
Comniissinii's experts were ;d lowed to 
fire from a piidi .In feet above the 
ground. Oswald .dlcgclly Inrd at a mov- 
ing target — but ihe evpeits were (old to 
Hre ^11 siailotiirv tarj;( is. WlirVi' O-.w.ihl 
allegedly lireti fiom the sisth llnor win- 
<low of the I'.fxik Oeposittny. he could 
sec only the lie.ul and slioiddeu of the 
President — but llic ex pens v:eie jirovided 
with large body silhouettes [or targets. 
According to the Commission, the most 
difhctdt shot for O.swald was the firsi one. 
because the President was .seen reacting 
to ihc wotind only eight tcnih.s of a sec- 
ond after he would have become visible 
to Oswald, the car having just passed 
from behind a large tree. .So that's the 
shot that refpiired the greatest skill — 
but the expert maiksmen were lold to 
take all the time they svaiittd for the 
first shot. WcU, these three master rifle- 
men shot a total of Irt round.s, and firing 
from half the height, at large, statumary 
targets with :i resighted rifle, spending 
many seconds lining up on the t.irget for 
tlie first shot, not one of thcin wa.s able 
to hit the head f>r neck area of tlic (atgct 
with any of the 18 bnllcts. Wliat con- 
cUision did the Warren Conuni.wion 
draw from all of this? Tlmt Oswald 
could easily have dotie what ilirce of.ihc 
top marksmen in the country, under in- 
finitely better circumstances, coidd not do. 
PLAYBOY; Still, weren't Oswald's finger- 
prints and palmprints found on die 
Mannlichcr-Carcano? 

LANE: Oswald's fingci|)rinis were tJOt 
found on tlic Mannlicher-Carcano, but 
one of the corncrsioncs of 'he early case 
against him was a charge by the Dallas 
police that Oswald's pnUnjirmt was 
found on the rifle. After thi.s rh.ugc was 
made, the Mi|icrvisor of tlie i"BI latent 
fingerprint .sccticin. Sebastian F. Latona, 
examined the weapon caielully, using 
the most modern tccliniques available, 
higliligbting it, side-lighting it. etc. He 
said he coidd find no iraci- of Oswald's 
pnlmprini anywhere on tlie rifle, and 
that even if Oswald had used ihc rifle, 
it would be difficult to deiermtnc if 
prints were there, since it ^va.s consiruct- 
cd of such }ioor wood an i metal that 
they might imt register. The r);iH:is po- 
lice then explainetl that Osw.dd's palm- 
print had previously been on the rifle, 
but was "lost" in the proce\s of "lil ting" 
it from the rifle. That is, the lifted print 
remained in the Dallas police station 
while the rifle was sent to Washington. 


PLAYBOY! ^ is the "lifted" print now? 
LANE: I imagine it's still in Dallas. At one 
time it was shown to I.aiona, who 
testified thai he s:iw it — but not on die 
rific, of cour.sc. Yet the Warren Commis- 
sion ignored I-itona's expert testimony 
a)>nut the rifle not showing any traces 
of a print, and accepted the word of the 
Dallas police, declaring unctpiivocally 
that Oswald's palmprinl bad been (ui die 
rifle. But even if tlic rifle 'lid belong to 
Oswald, there was no reas<m why cither 
his palmprint or fingerpi iiiis, or both, 
shouldn't be on it. *l'bc fpiesiioii is: Was 
that ride usc<I to fire at I'resideiit Ken- 
• ncdy, and was Oswald the man who fiietl 
il? Merely establishing owncrsliip of a 
weai>on does not constitute proof of 
guilt, partictilarly since one interpreta- 
tion of the body of evidence would indi- 
cate that there was an attempt to frame 
0.swald well in advance of November 
22. And there is gofid pvideitcc that.iiot 
only was OswaUl's Mannlither-CIaitaiui 
not the nuirtlcr weapon but that a total- 
ly different rifle was discovered in the 
Book Dc[K)sitory. The weajjon originally 
found on the sixdi fioor was firmly an<l 
rc|ica(edly iticntificd at first as a 7.05 
German ^fausc^, and not a 6.5 Italian 
C»ircaiio. 

PlAYBOYt The Commission explained that 
die rifle "was initially idcntifie<l as a 
Manser 7.G5 . . . because a <tcputy con- 
stable wlio was one of the first lo sec it 
diought it looked like a ^^a^lser. Tic 
neither handled the weapon nor saw it 
at close range." 

LANE; The Commission didn't explain it; 
they explained it away. The deputy 
constable they refer to is Deputy Con- 
stable Seymour Wcitzmaii, the first 
officer to sec the wcajwn on November 
22. The Connni.ssion says hc.^.4rciihcr 
hantlled the weapon nor saw it at close 
range, but in the appendix to my book 
you'll find an affidavit signed by Wcitz« 
man on November 23 giving a detailed 
description ot the wea[>on as a "7.65 
Manser bolt action crpiipped with a -1/18 
scope, a thick leather brownish-black 
sling on it." Wcttzman also described the 
rifle as "gun metal color . . . blue metal 
. . ." antl said that "the rear portion of 
the bolt was visibly worn . , ." Docs this 
sound like d»c description of a man who 
had "neither handled the weapon nor 
seen it at close range"? In ilie event yon 
assume that Deputy Constable Wcit?.- 
man was not too briglit, that perhaps he 
wasn't up on rifles or made a mistake, let 
me point out that Weitrman was a gra<i- 
uatc engineer who before becoming a 
Dallas police officer had owned a sport- 
ing-goods sliop where he sold rifles. And 
Wcitzman isn't the only one who iden- 
tified the weapon as a German Mauser. 
Two other Dallas police ofiicers were 
present when the gun was found, and 
they both described it as a 7.65 Mauser. 


Acnx'.lin;; lo oii<: of ilicm.-^* ilid ilic P 
chid of I);ill:ts linniii ittc, C;ii>uiin Wil l 
t-'rit/. who. I»y his own admivNioii. picUoi 
u[> the weapon ;uitl cjc(l<(l :» live rountl 
fmni il. 'riic police, Frii/. hikI ihc Oiil- 
ilistrirt jiitoiney loUl the press all 
tlay November 22 and well into ihc next 
(lay that ihc rillc found on the sixth floor 
of iht nook Depository was a bolt-aciioii 
Nfaiiscr. It was only late on November 
2'A tl.:it the Moiy abrnplly changed, and 
by s'.im: U-.ti of h^jcrdeinitin. the nnntler 
wiai.'jn b'v:ti(i'' a Jralian Mann- 

iifU' I (:i>ti.it.o lli.it b'-Ion;',"'I lo ( )Vf.:,l<l. 
liy ibal (iinf. of dniisr, (br I^allas polkc 
ha<l lime lo carefully search Oswald's 
hoiiii". 

HAVnOY: Arc you sayinp; thai the Dallas 
IK)li(f switrhed ihc Mauser for liic 
Maniilichcr-Carcano in order to frame 
Oswald? 

lANE; I'm simply snsRestinj:; it's .1 possi- 
liiliiy thai .shmild be invcstisaicd. For 
example, when Ntaiina Oswald firsi 
lieaid llicr news of her Inisitinid's airrsi. 
she nislicd 10 ihe nara;;e lo tbctk on ilie 
rillC'-nid later tcsiirted tliai she lhoii;;bl 
she ^aw il there resting on a shelf. Then 
the Dallas polite arrived an<l "later it 
unn<:d oui that tbc rillc was not ihere 
[audi I didn't know what in think." Nci- 
dier do I. The Dallas poliec (pnckly ex- 
plained that Marina had not really seen 
ihc Mannlichcr Carcano on die Rara^e 
shell; she hnd only .seen a rollcd-np 
blanket and mistaken it for the ride. Of 
coui'.c, die ^Varrcn Commission wholc- 
heaiiedly endorsed dial explanation. The 
Indian carbine, which coidd be traced 10 
O.s\\;ild~to the Commission's satisfac- 
tion, ai least— was accepted as the mur- 
der ' weapon, and we beard no more 
about the 7.05 -German Mauser. 
PLAYilOY: Ag un, yovi seem to be looking 
for a conspiracy. Isn't it possible thai in 
the (haos following; tbc assassination, the 
rillf could have been mistakenly iden- 
tifud? 

IAN£: Yes, ii's jiossible. but if that were 
tbc case, and llic Cnnnnission sincerely 
dcsiied lo resolve die discrepancy, all 
ihey bad to ilo was ask Deputy Consia- 
blc \Veit/m,'in 10 examine the rifle and 
lell ibcm wlicibcr or not it was the 
weapon he discovered in the Rook De- 
pository, llui when VVeitzman appeared, 
he was never shown tbc rifle. CoTisider 
this a moment — the policeman who first 
disiovercd tbc weapon that allegedly 
killed the President of the Uintcd Slates 
is not even asked to i<Icntify this wcajjOn 
by ihe Presidential C^omniission invcsii- 
galiiiR the assassination. Anyway, when 
1 ifstilied before tbc Commission, I did 
dcniaml 10 see ihc weapon, and after 
some profiastiunlion, ilic Commission 
allowed me io examine ii. Now, I'm not 
a lifle cxpcri or a policeman, but I was 
able to lake one look at that weapon 
and unhesitatingly identify it as a 6.5 
Italian rifle, not a 7.05 German Mauser. 
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?or v/roc! sportswear 
(You have to look for the "W" because ii's silent) 

What mokes the silonl "W" so speciol? The Wrangler noma, sign otwruggedly 
handsome sporlswear. Like pcrmoncnt press ponis styled for the "mod" mdn or for the 
traditional; no-iron shirts in solids or wide-troclc stripes; woter-proof jackets. In a variety 
of inspired colors, both troditional and mod, too, in oil popular sizes, priced frotrt $5 to $7. 
Mr. Wrangler, 350 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10018 


'.llcciusc cicUcd ck-arly tlic stnck, nf 
ilic f;uii wcic the- inan-..^^ ttiicr's words, 
"\iAiiK iiAi.v" and "cAi,. G.5." 
I'LAYBOY: So you i»clicvc (lie weapon 
(iiiHiiially found was a German ^^auscr 
;uul was later switched to nn Iiah'an cnr- 
liinc thai wouUI incriminate Oswald? 
LANE: I'm not ccilain. But I think it's a 
nmie phmsiMc explanation than that all 
those Dallas police ollicers examined a 
tiJIe thar had ".MAnK rrALv" stamped on 
it and then mistakenly told the world 
ir was a German Mauser. Rcmcml)er. the 
^rauscr description lasted for a full day, 
arid it Wiis only after it ivas decidcil thiit 
Oswald o^vned an Italian carbine that 
ihc sKtry changed. 

PLAYBOY: Vou'vc satd why yon don't be- 
lieve thai the Maniiliciier-Carcaiio could 
hive fired (he shots in the recpiired 
amount of lime. Assuminp; these initial 
H poris of n Mauser discovered on the 
>ixth Iloor of the l)ei>ository arc correct, 
(onid this gun have tlonc the job? 
lANEi Rifte cxpciu af^rce that a ^^au^cr 
is certaiidy a far more accurate weapon 
ihan the antifpic the Commission placed 
in Oswald's hands; in fact, almost atty 
lUlc is better llian the ^^alUllicher- 
Carcano. Hut the main point, the crucial 
point, is ihc number of sliots and their 
diirercnt points of origin. I'm not a 
liflc expert, but I don't believe any rific 
—-unless it's a remarkably advanced one 
— -conid simultaneonsly inflict wountls 
Iiom opposite directions, 
PtAYBOYs If, as you claim, there's no 
t ' idoncc confirming that Oswald was 
ti'pablc of committing the crime even 
with an accurate weapon, is there any 
t 'idencc indicating tliat lie was even in- 
x'llvcd in the assassination? 
U.NE: Weil, the Warren Commission ccr- 
liiinly produ<cd a lot of it. I'm just say- 
ing it's not very convincing. 
PiAYBOY: If Oswald w.isn't involved, as 
you seem to feel is the case, then why 
did lie leave the Depository and, accord- 
ing to the Commission, kill Tippit? 
lANE: It's very dinicnli to find out exact- 
ly xviint Oswald did after the President 
was shot. You can hardly turn to the 
Warren Conmiission as a source of un- 
erring, accurate information on this or 
any other subject, and Oswald himself 
was shot dead before he was able to 
make any public statement other than 
tliat he was innocent. 
PtAYBOYs Unt the Commission did 
nconsiruct bis movements. 
LANE: Yes. they did, but dieir reconstruc- 
tion is doubtful at best. Don't take my 
word for it: read Time. In its ess:iy of 
N.-ptctnber IG, 1906, Tiwc wrote: "In 
tiying to reconstruct Oswald's flight 
Iiom the snijwr's nest in the Rook De- 
pository lUiilding, the Commission al- 
lowed for a ncar-miraculous series of 
roincidcnccs and split-second timing." 
What the Commission says is that in . 
the 43 minutes between the President's 


assassination aiirl fir-l report of 

'l ippil's uMiidei. Oswald ra(<.'d domi six 
IHglUs of st;iirN. r.ui out of ibe Hook 
Depository. Wiilkcd st-veu blotks to a 
bus stop, got on a bus, got ofl after a 
few stops, hailed a laxicab. kit ilu- taxi, 
walked I)ark four blocks to his rooming 
house, changed his cIoiIhts and tlicn 
walked nine tenths of a mile to the spot 
where he was supjjosccl to h;ivc siiot Tip- 
pit. Let's ju>t slop :iiid irx;imine one 
jjoini in this ie<onstiiiction— a vital one 
ill determining wIhtIkt oi not Oswald 
really siiot ;u Kcinirdv froiu tfie D^-posi- 
toiy. 'I he Counnissir)!) s;iy^. ii look Os- 
wald one miriuic and 2(1 sr(<inils to get 
from the sixili floor of the I>uiidi:ig to 
the seconii noor cafeteiia. Hn\i'e\er. Roy 
Triily. an exrcuiive ol the Unok D^iposi- 
tory, said in an e.nly ii-levisioii interview 
that when tlie shots were fncd lie was 
standing in front of the Imiidlng. and 
he immediali'ly raced inside with a 
Dallas police officer and ran up the 
stairs io:'ih<' scmnd (lonr; according to 
hhu, this took only a matter of seionds. 
On the second Iloor bodi Truly and the 
policeman saw Oswald in the employee's 
cafeteria near a Coke marhine. Rc- 
meml)cr, according to the Ccmuuission's 
own calculation, it look Oswald one 
minute and 20 sccritids to get to the 
second floor. It woidd seem mathemati- 
cally impossibh: for Oswald (o fire a 
rifle from the sixth-floor window, hide 
the weapon and race four flights down 
to the lunchroom, all in the time it took 
Truly and the ofh(cr to run up one 
flight and confront him. flow did ihc 
Warren Commission resolve tliis dis- 
crepancy in tlicir time n cousiruction? 
They did what they've dom- so many 
times behire with other witmsscs: They 
simply ignorcil Truly's original statement. 
PlAYBOYj Did Truly subsequently cliaugc 
his story? 

lANE: Yes, he later conformed to the 
Commission's version. 
PIAYBOY: Why ilid Truly and the imlicc- 
mail rush into the buihling in the first 
pi:,te— uiik\s they bad heard shots 
coming from it? 

LANE: Truly testified that he tliought the 
shots came from the area of the railroad 
tracks or the grassy kunll. He said he ran 
into the Depository widi ihc officer be- 
cause he assumed the politcman wanted 
a rooftop view of this area. The police- 
man did go on up to ilie roof from the 
cafeteria. 

Another interesting asjjcct of this 
cjuestion is the testimony o f Vicki Adams , 
who worked for a publishing firm in t^^ic 
Depository. ,SIie was on tin; fourth floor 
when the sIkus were lired, anti ran into 
the hallway and down the stairs ;it t!ie 
very time that Oswald was siipjjosed to be 
running down the stairs. f-Ic wasn't 
there, she testified. 

PLAYBOY: What do you think Oswald 
actually did after he left the Depository? 


lANE: As t ', his movements after ilic 
assavsinatiotv,.^e still .shrouded in mys- 
tery. The (^>mniivsion's rctonstruction is 
a rather bad gucvs, I think. The sole 
witness who offered cretliblc lesiimtmy 
about. the .schedule outlined by the Com- 
mission was F.arlenc Roberts, housekeep- 
er of the rooming liousc where Osivald 
was staying. Mrs. Roberts is now dead. 
She testified that Oswald entered the 
house aI)out one p.m., and immediately 
afterward a police car puMed up in front 
of the door, tooted it.s horn twice and 
drove off. Oswald ibeii left the rooming 
house and a few niituites later allegedly 
shot Patrolman Tippit. wlio happencil to 
have stoppctl his squad car almost a mile 
away. 

PLAYBOY: Do you think the police-car 
horn was some kind of signal for Oswald? 
LANE: I don't know. Ilut (his is another 
aspect of the case that deserved dior- 
ough investigation — and never got it. 
PLAYBOY: Why did I'.Mrnhnan Tippit.stop 
0\wiitd iit the Hist plaiu? 
lANE: Wc don't know that Tippit 
Slopped Oswald; all wc know is that Tip- 
pit stopjjcd a man wlio then shot him. 
The C^>mmission contradicts itself on 
this. At one point the Report states that 
the wanted luilletin on O.swakl was not 
.sent out until after he killed Tippit, 
basctl on eyewitness identification of Os- 
wald as the killer. ,So Tippit ccriaiidy 
couldn't have stopped Oswald oil the ba- 
sis of a [wilice radio all-points bulletin on 
Tippit's own murder. Ilut the Commis- 
sion also quotes a Dallas police officer 
who claimed that a roll call of liook De- 
pository employees was taken right after 
the as.sassination an<l that Oswald was 
the only one mi.ssing, at whicli point a 
call for his arrest was broa<lrast over the 
police radio, and Tippit stopped him. 
But then it turned out — according to 
subsequent testimony — that dicrc never 
was any such roll call, and that a mmiber 
of employees left the Depository im- 
mediately after the assa.ssination. Actual- 
ly, however, there is evidence that a 
wanted bulletin for Oswald was trans- 
mitictl — only I.'i minutes after the assas- 
sination—well before Tippit was shot, 
and therefore well before any evidence 
could have linked Oswald to the assassi- 
. nation; on what information it was based 
wc still don't know. One of the Commis- 
sion's most perplexing moments must 
have come when it had to explain why 
the police wanted Oswald 15 minutes 
after the shots were fired — at a time, to 
quote Professor Trcvor-Roper, when 
there was "no available cvick'uce point- 
Jng toward him." On this crucial 
question the Commission coukl only 
speculate. They rely once again on our 
old friend Howard Brennan, their "star 
witness," to the effect that it was Oswald 
he had seen firing a rifle from the sixth- 
floor window of the Depository, "iXfost 
probably," the Commission concludes. 


I'.i(;iiii;iti w.ts riiC \ituitr_ {or ( — prrr- 
11 tliirc Ii II.is pf«ii((: rjulift )li s< rij.lioii 
InOinUitM .it I'.M. Vcl Iliciiiiiiii liiiii- 

M lf Milled lie j;iive his lirM tIc%trii>iioii oE 
llic miii.1 in ihc wiiulow (o a .Secret Serv- 
i(0 ;ij;eiu wlio jiniveil on tiie stciie at 
attptoxim.iR'ly one — 15 iiiiiiuics too 
liitc to tvpliiin llic iill-poiiii'i Imlletiu 
ilesciihiiiv, O.swaltl. AikI so \vc arc left 
■Aiili the t lommisNion's "nioM probaijly" 
.i->Miiti])ti()u that ihc hiilletin wa> based 
on lirci.r nan's ideniiricuion — wliich, 

ivhcn coiifronted witli the evidence, 
■ ioesn't set in very itrobahle al all. 

PiAYiiOVi Why do you ci);illenf;e the eye- 

iv'iintrss c\idencc that Oswald shot OiFitcr 

t i|>|)it? 

LANE: It's not the witncvsCN' original 
Matciiicnts I challenj^e. It is the C^oiiimis- 
sioii's use it ihein ihal is so disquietinj;. 
The cyeuttuess c\idencc shows tliai Os- 
wald tlid >ifH shoot Tii)|)il. 
Pi-AYOOY: What evidence? 
l/^NE: Well, there were tinee witnesses 
to 'I'ippil's nuirder close cnoiif^h lo iden- 
tify the mur<Ierer. The (Commission 
.soiif;ht to obsture this fact by wrilinfj 
that "at least 12 persons saw the man 
with the revolver in the vicinity of liic 
Tippil crime scene at or innncdiately 
after the shootin};," init it was able to 
jircsent the testimony of only two who 
y\k\ tlicy had seen the slinotin^. Tlic 
others .saw a man (lecing from the scene 
or from the j;encral iieit;iiborhood. 
Their cii'iris to identify a fleeing man, 
v/hom they Itad never seen before and 
had seen just briefly then, are to be 
i/cinhcd A'iili caution. This is particu- 
larly so in view of the nature of the 
police liiie-nps conducted i)y tlic Dallas 
police. Al least one witness said tliat he 
tould pi(k Oswald out of dvc linc-ini — 
sinic he was lontily protcstinp; his place- 
ment in the line-up with a group of 
lccnapcr> In addition, witnesses said 
lhai they sij;ned the affidavit Identifying 
Oswaltl ;is the cnlprit from llie linc-up 
even he\'>rc they were iak.cn to the line- 
up. The Commissioners said only that 
they were satisfied with the linc-up — 
Icadinj; one to believe that they were too 
easily contented. Of the eyewitnesses to 
the actual murder, however, one was a 
Mexican- American mechanic named 
Domiuf^o Benavidcs, who was parked in 
n pickup truck only 15 feet from the mur- 
der scene. Bciiavides told me that on No- 
vember -2 he told tlie Dallas police diat 
the man who killed Olficer Tippit was 
short and somewhat heavy. After Bcna- 
vides j;ave this description ()'f, the killer, 
the police evidently decided tiierc was 
no use l>rin;;in^ him down to the line-up 
to view Ixrc Ilarvey Oswald, who was 
cxtremrly thin and aI>ovc middle height. 
The sci ond witness w.is Mrs. Accpiitla 
Cionohs-an Oak ClilT housewife, who 
told m>' in a fihited interview that she 
heard shots, tiien ran out of her house 
and saw a man with a pistol in his hand 
standin^^ over I'atrolman Tippit's body. 


.She dcstribcd ihe niini ;is shoi i .md 
liravy, .Mis. Ch nions Iniilicr -.Jid li.u 
this inan widi ihe pi^lol dien w;i\cd I'l 
another man across tho sireet and liio 
two men-ran oil in i>i.p'iNiie ilirecti)n>. 
Mrs, demons ^aid iieiiim man was I,te 
Ha^^■ey Oswald. The <^)inmis%ii>n it.-vtr 
called her lo lesiify, ami she was n;\(r 
([uestioned i>y the Conunission law-er.. 
Now the third witiicss^Mis. lUh n Louise 


Markliam, became ihe W'.ii rcn C'.oinmi'.- 
sion's .star witness in ihis aspect of ilio 
rase, l)ecatise she ev( ulually ident hcd 
Oswald as the mnr<lert r. The only \:r<^\i- 
lem is that on Novemi'Cr 22 Mrs. Mark- 
ham Rave a statcmem io the poli^i--- 
which the press picked up — that tlie 
man who shoi Tippil was short. Ii:a\y 
and had bushy hair. I.ee Oswald Iwid 
ihin and rc<;ediiiK iiair. Afier Mis. 
Markham had chaii;.;e(i iliis iniiial iden- 
tification and toUl ilu- Coinniission ih.ii 
Oswald was ihe inunlt ier. [ ]iIional her 
in Dallas and tape-recorded our con- 
versation. Slic repe.ucd her ori;;iiial dc- 
.scriptioi\ to me, reiterating; that Tippit's 
murilerer was short, on ihe heavy side — 
but not loo heavy— wiih somewhat bushy 
hair. 

PLAYBOY: Tins tape rctordioR f>f your con- 
versation with Mrs. M.n kh.'iin ( ; tis- d 
tpiite a furor durin;; ihe C'ommissinn 
piorcedings. At one ]»oini, after you ic- 
fuscd to hand over the lape, Karl VV.ir- 
ren s;iitl, "We have every icaso i to 
doubt the truthfulness ol wliat you h;ivc 
heretofore told us." \\'liy di(hrt you want 
to give the ta[)C to tlu- ('.onimission!' 
LANE: Tliat remark you (pioied is just 
one of the many excessive siaiciuents 
made by the (ihief [ustiee (hiiinj; ihe 
hearings. Firsi of all, since the recording 
of my conversation wiih Mrs, Markh.im 
was made without her knowledge and 
consent, for me to make and divulge 
such a recording voluniaiily wotiltl cm- 
stitute a I-'cderal (rime. If ihe Ooniniis- 
sion ordered me lo suiiender the lape. 
however, I would no longer l>e lialtle to 
prosecution, since lIn" responsibliiiy for 
divulging the contents woidd then be 
dieirs. I really want<'d ihem to li:ve il. 
because Mrs. Markham was Then dcny- 
iiW; she had ever talked to me. lini the 
Chief Justice relused lo direct ine to 
hand it over, and then he told ihc pi ess 
that / had refused to t;ivc ihe Commis- 
sion tlic tape. This iinrair atcnsatic'ii was 
widely printed, deftly conveying the 
impression that I ditl not re.dly josscss 
such a tape. I returned to my oliirt to 
think tlie whole thing over and dc idcd 
that even (hough I (ould be sent to jail 
for voluntarily handing over the la]^^:, a 
case such as (his jusiified tlU' risk. So I 
did give the tape to the C^onunission, and 
they subsetpiently pu!)lished a transcript 
of it as an exhibit. When Mrs. Markliam 
was confronted with the recording, she 
broke down and admitted that she hud 
talked to me. So heie wc have the C om- 
mission's star witness admitting si c gave 


me a <hs(ription oi,ppit's murderer 
that (oiild iioi have flTled Oswald— and 
t.iereifV also indicated that she h.'id 
appaienlly committed pei jury in' her 
jneviotis testimony. .\iul what did the 
Commission do aiiout this? Ii chose to 
I elievo iJtat Mrs. Markham Und really 
s;en l,ee Oswald shoot Tippil. .She is 
tlic sole eyewitncvs support for the Clom- 
nisslnn's allegation that Oswald killed 
ratrolinan Tipi>it. Somewhere a short. 
sKuky murderer with bushy hair may l)e 
walking our streets. 

PLAYBOY; Why do you think Mrs. Mark- 
ham (hanged her iniiial iilentificatipn of 
Ihc killer? 

lANE: You should ask hrr that. 1 tlon'i 
ivish to l>c hostile to the pof»r woman. As 
••■he told me, site had been ordered by 
ihe Mil, the Secret Service ami the Dal- 
las jxilicc not to discuss the ease at all. 
[■ler son told the I'lU that she "had lied 
oil many occasions, even to members of 
her immediate family." He said that she 
was frightened to death of what would 
iiappcn if she diilu't testify that Oswald 
was the killer. And if you'll look at the 
Commission ]>roccediiigs, you'll liiul that 
after Mrs. Markham fiiLdly adinitiecl she 
had rcpcatecl her initial non-Oswald de- 
sci ipiioii of Tippit's murderer to me, she 
asked the Commission lawyer anxiotisly, 
"Will T get in any trouble over this?" and 
he reassured her that she wouldn't. The 
C^ommiMion's lawyer was sim[)ly convey- 
ing the idea that if you commit pcrjui-y 
on the side of the Warren Commission, 
you'll be i)rotected. If >frs. Markham 
had told the Irnlh, shc'cl have a very 
good reason to worry. 
PLAYBOY; What do you mean? 
LANE: I'o live' ill Dallas and contradict 
the odicial version of the assassination 
can j>rovc to be an Invitation to violence. 
l''or cxamjile, .shortly after our Investiga- 
tors visited the Markham hoine, Mrs. 
Markham's son was arrested for car 
theft, and, according to the Dallas po- 
lire, lie "fell" from a diird-lloor window 
"while trying to escape." Fortunately, he 
survived. Mrs. Actiiiilla demons , to 


whom I rcferrccf a few minutes ago— 
"Other witness who said Tippit's murder- 
er was not Oswald — was threatened. Mrs. 
Clemons told me in a filmed and tape- 
recorded interview that she was visited 
hy a man .she believed to be a plain- 
clothes policeman, who wore a gun in a 
holster at his waist. According to Mrs. 
Clemons, "He just told me ii'd be best if 
1 didn't say anything Iwcausc I might 
get hurt." Mr.s. Clemons s:iid the man 
intimated .she could easily be killed on 
her way to 'work. 

PLAYtOY; Yotir book skips aljrupily from 
ihc Tippit shooting to Oswald's arrival at 
ihe Dallas jail. Why di<l you leave out 
details of Oswald's arrest in the Texas 
Theater — such as his statement to arrest- 
ing officers: "Well, it's all over now"? 
LANE! The press reported, on the basis 
o£ information supplied by the Dallas 55 


po'.icc, that Osu-aUl saltU^ /cU, it's :>U 
ovn' now," wlicii lie was arrested. Uvit 
no witness in tlic tiicnicr ever tcstilietl 
thai, he made ih.it remark. And even the 
police seemed confused on the point; 
on:; Dallas ofTicer said his actual words 
wiic, "This is it." liilher way, this hard- 
ly (onstimies an admission that he had 
asMssinated the President and shot Olh- 
C(T Tippii. 

PIAYSOY! What actually happened at the 
tlnMicr? 

LANE: The circumstances of Ossvald's nr- 
rcsi are siill a fjit doudy. Most of the 
wimcsscs am't rcmemher Oswald sayiiif; 
auuhiu}; at all, except proiestinj; "police 
l)rMiiiIity" and charginR he had hceu 
sriiick with a shoif;un and bcaicn l>y 
st:vi;ral jjolifc officeis sinmUancovisly. Wul 
as far as I'm concerned, there is no 
coiiviiicin;; proof diat Oswald was any- 
tliini; other than a xjiccltitnr at the Presi- 
dint's assassination — and unless it can 
be proved he was more than tliat, noth- 
iu'.; he wonU! say ai hh arrest is relevant 
to die casci Of conise. it wotdd he a 
dillcreni skmt if Oswald had admitted 
5:1 ill dnrini; his airest — hut he never did, 
t.\:n or later. 

PLAYBOY: Didn't Oswald pull a Rini on the 
arresting officers in the tiicater? 
lANE: A Dallas police officer said he did. 
plAYBOY: Yoii say you believe there is no 
coiivincin;; proof that Oswald was more 
than a spectator to the assassination. 
Dncs this ntcan you lUink he was com- 
pi' tely itniocent, or cfnd<l he have been 
in\olved in some subsidiary role in a 
conspiracy? 

i*iiE: l,ct me put it this way: 1 am con- 
vinced that Oswald never pidlcd the 
iri,;;f;er of the rillc that killed President 
Kennedy. If Oswald were alive, there 
would be many questions I'd like to ask 
him. Tor csainplc, there is a vast amount 
ol evidence su^fjesting that a mati look- 
in^^ very nuich like Oswald, and \isinfr his 
name and ba(k|;round, was involved in a 
scriies of bizarre activities calculated to 
draw attention to the fact that Oswald 
inicndcd to kill the President. This other 
Oiwald was seen at times when die real 
Oswald was provably somewlicre else — 
at work or even out of the country. This 
"t.'swald" practiced at rifle ran[:;cs in and 
. around Dallas and Irving, Texas, making 
( ■ a spectacle of himself by shooting at 
(^r\onicr people's targets; he talked of the 
Xas--assination two months before it oc- 
cvirrcd; he bragged to automobile salcs- 
iii-ni that he was soon coming into large 
sums of money; and 'he spoke of going 
h.ick to Russia. In short, he engaged in 
liie kind of odd conduct that would only 
liiakc sense if there were a deliberate, 
picnicditaied attempt to frame Oswald, 
by incriminaiing him in advance for the 
I'icsid cut's murder. 

pi^YDOY: What does die Warren Com- 
luission say about all this? 
lANE: In cacli case, Uic Commission con- 
5g eludes that this man could not have been 
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man visited lu r in Dallas acccunratiied 
by two other irun wlio "Cic either 
Cid)an or Mexii an. ami who L in w ihiii-;s 
about her falbei . then imin i^onett Ity 
Castro. The nu 11 seemed to know things 
that no one wiitunit inside iiilnrnialioii 
could know, slic testifn-d. Thi-y intro- 
duced their coinpaiiioii 10 htr as "I.ecm 
Oswald." and l.-tci one of Um-iii said tic 
was a former Maiiiic and txpen rifle- 
man. One of liie men mid lier Oswald 
had said, "i'usi'leiit Kcmu-dy .houUl have 
been avsassinatt d after the liay of Pigs 
... it is so easv to do it." The two men 
suggested to Ml'-. Odio thai Osv.atd 
coiiUl "hclj) ill ilie uiuleigrnuiid a* tivi- 
tics" against Cranio. Coiuinisvion rounscl 
showed Mis. Odin phfiii)gra[^lis and mo- 
tion pictures ol Oswald and askctl lu r if 
she had "any <Ii>itbis" in Iier mind "after 
looking at ihe'-c piciuics tltat the man 
diat was in your apartniriit was die same 
man as Lee M;n\ey Oswald." Afrs. Odio 
replied: "I don't have any doubts." Mrs. 
Odio's sister also lotificd ilie man looked 
exactly like Osivald. But the Coniini'^sion 
showed conclusively that <')swahl was 
not in Dallas when Mis. Odio was vis- 
ited by the three men. So who was 
"Leon Oswald"- — and why was he talk- 
ing about how easy it ^^■o^dd l)e to assas- 
sinate the Piesidi iu? It appi-ars possil)le 
that diere may hiivc been a concerted 
attempt to Irame Oswald in advance for 
the nuirder of Piviidem Kmuedy. The 
Commission, oC <oursc, never even ex- 
amined such a possibility, and simply 
brushed asi<lc all evitlcncc periaining' to 
this "<ithcr" Oswald. 

PLAYBOY: Did Oswald's intcnog.uion shed 
any light on his Cul»au conueciions? 
LANE: Perhaps, but we may never know 
what O-swald said. Although he was 
interrogated by agents of the FUI. the 
Secret Service and the Dall.is police for 
over 12 hours, tlie Comniis-ion says no 
stenographic notes or tapr recordings 
were made. Dallas Homicid': Cliief Will 
Fritz admitted he had made some rough 
notes — but tore them up alter Oswald's 
murdcrl just think about that: Here is 
the most important prisonci' on the face 
of the earth, and the Conuiiission would 
iiave us believe thai his interrog.ition 
was not recorded by the FBI, the Secret 
Service or the Dallas police. P-ut a Dal- 
las ncwspapciman, 1 1 ugh Ayncs^ or th, 
stated publicly ihat|he saw a pohce stc- 
nographcr enter the' room where O.swald 
was being questioned. It's hard to under- 
stand what this stenograph s svas doing 
i£ not making a transcript. All sve know 
is what Oswald told ncw.smca as he was 
being led ba<k and forth through the 
hallways of ptdicc headquarters. Ho said 
then — and his words are preserved on 
video tape — that he was innocent and 


had no coni >n with the murder of 
Officer TippWW'heii asked if he had 
killed President Kennedy, Oswahl looked 
stunned and said, "No one even asked 
me about that, I never heard aI)out that. 
I didn't kill anyone." As the police 
dragged him away, he shouted that he 
was being made a "patsy." That's Os- 
wald's word. In fact, one of his last 
wortls. 

PLAYBOY: Are you saying that there exists 
no verbatim record whatsoever of any- 
thing Oswald said during those 12 hours 
of interrogation? 

LANE: That may seem surprising to you, 
but I'm afraid I've uosv lost my capacity 
for surprise. The Dallas i>oIice claimed 
Oswald had been "lying" to them. liy 
lliat, 1 assume they mean he continued to 
protest his innocence — or perhaps had 
something so explosive to .say that the 
authorities decided to "protect" the pub- 
lic from it. In any case, Oswald was exe- 
cuted by Jack Uiiby on November 2-1, 
before he could lepeat.his "lies" to the 
press — or to a jury. 

PiAYBOY: You state in your book that 
"No interpretation of November 24 
can exclude the certainty that Rtd)y mur- 
dered Oswald through the complicity or 
complacency of members of the police." 
Ol) what evidence do you base that 
charge? 

LANE: Let me say at the outset that the 
Warren Commission's conclusion that 
Ruby murdered Oswald is the only ma- 
jor conclusion in the Report that is 
supported by the evidence. Of cour.sc, 
the Warren Commission could hardly 
have held otherwise, since the murder 
took place live on nationwide TV. As for 
the question of police complicity, let's 
examine the O.swald slaying. The pre- 
vious day, the Fill and the Dallas Comity 
sheriff's office were warned by anony- 
mous telephone callers that Oswald was 
going to be killed, but the police officers 
in charge of his transfer — according to 
the Warren Commission — were not in- 
formed of these tlircats. The time of the 
transfer was announced to the pidillc in 
advance; and when it took place — an 
hour and 15 roiiuites after it had been 
announced — the human corridor of po- 
lice officers that was supposed to flank 
Oswald as he passed through tiie base- 
ment was not in place. The police car 
that was to take him away was also not 
where it was supposed to be. Jack Ruby 
was able to^ enter the jail through the 
Main Street ramp and shoot Oswald 
without' a hitch. There were police be- 
lund Oswald and pn each side, but none 
in the front. 
PLAY30Y! Why not? 

lANE: I don't know. I do know diat all 
through Huby'i trial, there were always 
police officers to his right, to his left, in 
back of him and in front of him. So it 
anyone had wanted to kill Jack Ruby, he 
would have to kill a Dallas officer first. 
But Oswald's front was unprotected, giv- 


inj; an :ls^:lssin a (Icav range fnr fire. 
PLAYBOY: You ^ay Ruby got iiilo llic 
jHilicc Malicm iliioii';li (he Nfaiii Succt 
■ raiup. Wasn't it guarikd by police 
oliircn? 

LANE: y-:s, tlicrc was a [lolirc ofTircr 
Ihcrc. \\ liirilicr lie was f:,ii(ir(linii lUc eii- 
iiaiicc is aunilier ipicMion. A former 
Dallas cfficcr. N. l- Daniels , uild tlic 
CominiNMon he was staniliiiK oulside llic 
Main SiiTct rani[» uiili the police oHicer 
on duly wlien Uc saw a man wlio was 
laicr idciitififd as Jark Ruby enter llic 
n.mi). Daniels told llic Viil thai ibis man 
had his rif;bt band in his toat pocket, 
and said there was a large bvdge in ibc 
pocket, whirb Daniels immediaicly as- 
sumed was caused by a pisiol. Daniels 
didn't do anytliiiin because the police- 
man on Riiard looked directly at Ruby 
;m<l let biin enter without a word. "Tlie 
impression I got was that tbc pauolman 
knew 1-im . . ." Daniels lestilied. Well, 
here is crvidcncc diat at least one Dallas 
oilicer allowetl an unautbori/ed man, his 
pocket bulKin-; with wbal could have 
been a ;j;un, lo pass into the basement. 
What (lid Ibc Conmiisston <lo about this? 
Did llii'y rail ibis Dallas policeman and 
ri^oroii'>Iy cross-examine him? No, they 
neaily disposed of the problem liy con- 
cludinj; that Daniels' "ic-slimony merits 
liiilc (ledcnce." And that was that. 
PLAYBOY: Oil wliat grounds did tbc 
('.omnilMion dismiss Daniels* tcsiimony? 
lANE: I'arily ou the gromids that Daniels 
'was in«oi"rcci in rc-meml)ering iC Ruby 
wore a hal thai day. Wiien a witness 
Mud soiuetbing iliai conflicted with ibe 
conclusions of the Commission, bis tes- 
timony was freijueully judged invalid on 
such trivial and irrelevant groiuids. 
PLAYBOY: Have you trieil lo speak to 
the pairolmaii for bis version o£ the 
SI cry? 

LANE: I've never spoken with Iiiin. I 
would lie delighted lo cross-examine him 
in «»m'' proceeding where a structure of 
legid rules prevailed. In any case, with 
or without help, Rtd>y did get inside, 
niid by home wrenching of the laws oC 
piobabiliiy. Ids uming just happened 
to be perfect. A few seconds after Ruliy 
entered the basemeni, OMvald was led 
into tin: corridor frcHU an elevator. And 
at that momeiiL. just as Oswald appeared, 
the horn of a car in tlie basement 
MHindcd once. Tben Oswald was led 
through the milling crowd of report- 
ers toward tbc Main ftlreet ramp, aiul as 
be approached ii. the born honked a 
second lime, and at lhat I'ustant Ruby 
rushed forward and shol Oswald dead. 
PLAYBOY: Are you implying that the horn 
was soMic kind of .signal alerting Ruby 
when lo shoot Oswald? 
LANE: That's (criainly a possibility. It 
h.id lo lie a police born. b'-cauM' all die 
iHt'H til thiJ b.iSL'uii'tii wfio pi > I ice ctuji, 
and liufse two bonks arc clearly autliblc 
on viiieo and r.idio lajjcs taken by 
reporters. Ii's conceivable there's a 
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ncirf-fllv iminrci i L'xi»l:iii;itl()ii for the 
\viii>u- iliiu<;, liut iho C'o:iimis-.:nit iu:vci* 
iiMiiic;,,! (o inv.;sc;};:iic it — niul never 
:iu uii'mi;(I ilif tuo Iioiii in 
iIk-ii i-'r-ort. 

PLA'iiioV; Von jiisi i>-iintc(! out thr.i ^viUy 
;nri.' '; <> i ihc sn iu ;it (lie vciy n.-'n;i iit 
;*.s ti'itiiNlcr. I)(> vdil llillik 
ativitucc ihc cx.ict liini: 
v.is to liiki' 

It's :i [joisiliiliiy, tno. TliC ti. ^ ■■ 
place juii ificr Ihlft a.m. Tiic 
.1 wii.s aiiDouiicctl the 
was to t:iVc [>1 ico at ten A.m. 
Ijad fcllowi il the ofticial ;in- 
iioiuic(.nu?iil, he vvoiihl have Ijccij more 
thiiii lioiir early. The li;»scmriu wouhl 
iiavc hct'ii viriimlly tl('Cru\!. V.it for 
.soitic reason Os'.vaid's iiaitsfcr was de- 
layed, and this delay was not an- 
iiovMiccti. I shdiilil point out here that 
Ruby was a "gotr" to cvcul.s. Ifc was 
present at (he rarkhmd Ilosplinl when 
llic Picsidcnt cli(d; the Wanen Crf>mmis- 
sioTi denies it. inn. .is I said, Scripps- 
Howard iitwsir.an Scih Kanior and 
another rcli.ihic wiinfss placed Inn-, there. 
Rnhy was ,dso at the .issassiiiaiion site 
niiiniies after ih j iliootiiig: ihc Cotnnils- 
.siori denies tins, too, hui ihcrcV a photo 
sliowiiig liini th.'ic. And he was at Os- 
waltl'.s so c. died "press conference" in 
polite liead(|uaiiers on ihe uh^hi of No- 
vcnilicr 2;i; this thu ("omniission .idinits. 
llidjy even chimed in lo help out District 
Attorney llcnr-f Wade when he mis- 
ideniiried the Fair Pla2_ for Cuba Com- 
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niittee. Noiv, he turns up an hour aiul i'j 
'ininntcs after tiic transfer should have 
been completed l)ut miraculously is <rx- 
{iclly on time- — almost like an actor on 
cue. And the play didn't begin until he 
was in place. The \V;uTcn Commission 
snys it's just a coincidence; I'll leave it 
up 10 you. 

PIAY30Y: ^Voulcl you d<-scribc the photo- 
graph that supposedly .shows Ruby at the 
assassination site "minutes after the 
shooting"? 

LANE; Philip V/. WiUis, a rctlrctl Air 
l*ortc~niajor. look a' series of 12 color 
photos jusi ))eh>re aiul after ilic aisassina- 
lion. Piciure eight, taken a few minutes 
after the ['resi<lcnt was shot, sitows a 
man standing in front of the Book He- 
posiiory Building — a man who appears 
10 be jack Ruby. I showed the picture 
to \Vcs Wise, a repf>rier for Station 
KRLl), the ens iiffiliatc in Dalbs. Wise 
kao%vs Ruby well, and testified at his 
trial. Wise said he J)ellevcd the picture 
was of R.ul)y. Willis told an invcuigator 
for the Citizens' Connniticc that the 
I-ni had told hint it was Ruby. Tlic Com- 
niission, Iiowever. c<uicluded that Rid>y 
waMi't tliere — and wlicrn they published 
jiictnre eiglit, be wasn't. After Willis 
surrendered the iilioto;;i-aph to the Com- 
mission, somcane cropped it and rc- 
move<l a substantial portion of the 
face of tlic man thought to be Ruby, 
who was standing in the far right o£ the 
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Iticiurc. 'i'lic cntppcd i>linloj;r;K_,. was 
liicii cnlaiRcU lo iiialitj il idcniital in mtq 

10 llic oilier pici'ircN, arul pul>Iisiic<l in 
I IC l<C|)i> -l. 

CLAYBOY: In any r.-mc. <locs Ruby's ul>if|- 
i^idiuMics lessen the po.ssil>iliiy (Iiat his 
i'trleci liniinj; in ihc jail was just a 
ioiiici(Icii;e? 

LANE: Nil. it (loesii'l. I helicvc in cliancc, 

11 the i.uuIdiii facior, l>ut you reach a 
l<Hnt in this case where the Warren 
CoiuniisMuii asks you to accept one too 
many coincidenci-s. Tliey proceed M it 
(iuisc aii'l cITcci arc ahcn doctrines, 
'("he Amniraii press speaks of Evnopeans 
tcjeciinp the Report because of their 


number of criniinid ( iiaij;('s and li^ rt v 
in^ vIoIaii()U% th;it h.iil bftn bi.ni;;:it 
against him. It U'iis a ■ o/y. sjii 'ii.Mit le- 
huionsliip. ami the liii- I ['.ly nii r.i.iy ha^c 
I)een Ruby's murder -if Osw.iUl. 
PLAYOOY; Was Ruby hnUd i<> ..1 ^;;iMiA' .1 
crime in Dallas? 

LANE: 'I'he ClonimiNsiun ouKludct. :ic 
wasn't — but many wliucscs s.iid he w.is. 
.Several told ihc local or i-Vderal ] oliee 
that before openiiij; a ^.'.mibliiif; 0[«ria- 
lion in Dallas, they weic told by Syndi- 
cate kingpins in I,as \*r^;iis 10 clcai' it 
with [ack Riiiiy. wiio was tlirir 'cmi- 
taci man" with the Dallas jjclicc. *>nc 
witness testified ihai Riiliv was aiso 


ijases." I asked Mr irh if slie Rave 
his information to the Oouunission. 
She replied; "I did, hut ;ippareiilly 

they iluise to discmuit it \i the time 

it was ;;iven . . , Mr. CirilHu | Uurt Cirilfni. 
Commission counsel] sai<l, "^Strike that 
frnui the record." " Mrs. Itith's tesiijnony. 
(if I nurse, was inconipalihie witii the 
C'j)nmiission's evaluation of Ruby as an 
hcnesi ;uul ahoveljoard, ihou;;li possibly 
deraii;;ed, cliaracier with no shady con- 
licciions — so it was ignored, .Anil let me 
stress that the Counnission's cnnciusir>u 
that Ruby was an insi^iiilu ant character 
without criminal connections is x'tliil to 
their determination that there was no 


cans are asked to accept a cfjincidcncc 
ihe<iry insicad. liuropeans rejected the 
(ionunisslon's Report earlier than Ameri- 
(aiis, hccuise the I'mopean jjrcss pre- 
sented both sides. Here those wlio 
dissented from the findings — inchiding 


racket. And tiicre is evidence ihat Ruby 
was the "bagman," or paymaster, foi a 
clandestine group of anii-Casno Ciil).iii 
exiles. 

PLAYBOY: What cvi<kuc(? 
LANE: The lestinioii) of Naiuy rririii 


conspiracy theories of history. Wc Ameri- deeply involved in the Dallas nar:oiics touspir^icy. If their evaluation of Riiljy 

goes, so docs much of their case against 
a consjiiracy. In fact. Mrs. Rich's testi- 
mony al)out the arms cache wasn't just 
igjiored — it was deleted from the piddic 
version of the 2Ct vohuues. As you prob- 
ably know, the Commission reserved the 
righi to edit the iranscrij>is on whicii ihc 
vohnnes of testimony were based, prior 
to publication, to improve the "clarity 
and -iccuracy" of the witnesses' testimony. 
PLAYBOY: Is there any furdier evidence 
linking Ruby to the anii-Castro nndcr- 
grouiul? 

LANE: Yes, there's the testimony of Rob- 
ert ^f^K.cown, a Houston resident who 


nic — were tlenied access to the i>ress for Rich. She swore that her husbam was 

two years following the assassination. coniactetl hy an anti C^asrro i;roiip aiul 

fLAYflOY: Do you believe that Ruby killed askctl to run guns iiiio Cjiba ami Miiu^;;le 

Oswald in a conspiracy with the Dallas cnIIcs out. He was srlcued beiause h'-'d 

police — 10 silence him? previously accomplislu'd similar ml.sions 

LANE: This is possible and should have for Franco during the Spanish Civil 


been in\(stigated— but it never received 
thorough examination from the Counnis- 
sion. Let nic add that there is no doubt 
in my luiiul that had Oswald lived to 
face trial, he would have been ac<iuittcd 
of the assassination of President Ken- 
nedy. A Commission attorney, AUVedda 

.Seohey. conceded that in the JailUffry* husband was proiuisid SlO.ODi) for 
~]0G5 issue of 'flir Auirriaiu llnr Associn- job, but they haggled wiih the group 


War. Mrs. Rich says she aiteuded 
meeting with her luisliand to discuss ihe 
terms of the deal. It w.is presided over, 
she told hie. hy a lieun iiant colonel of 
the U.S. Air Force, and tlure ^as at 
least one man preseiu who she thought 
"might have been Cuban." Mrs. Rich's 
he 
nd 


tinti Jotinuil. I'erliap'* ihc real authors of eventually succeeded in v.iising ihc sum 


the assassination decided to "close the 
case'* in the most elfeciive — and final — 
way possible. ■ 

PLAYBOY: What esacily were Ruby's 
relations with the Dallas police? 
LANE: The Conuiiission more or less ac- 
cepted li»c statement of Jesse Curry, 
chief of the Dallas police, tiiat Ruby 
kiu'W "(uily" 25 to .'jO Dallas policemen. 
Rut Tosrpli jolinson. w ho was Rid>y's 
t}an(llcadcr at liie nar()uscl CUdj for 
more than six years, says Ruby had a 
"very dose, warm relationship" with the 
[KiHcc, and per.sonally knew more than 
half the Dallas foice. There arc 1200 
policcmi n on the force. Another witness, 
Nancy I'crrin Rich . Ruby's former bar- 
Tcndcr at the (Carousel Club, also said 
Ruby knew over half tlie Dallas police 
force. The Warren (^onnnission said that 
Ruby would occasionally serve the few 
cops he knew "free colTee and soft 
<lriiiks," but Mrs. Kich, who'^ot her job 
witli Ruby tlirough a Dallas policeman, 
siiid In a filme<1 imerview with mc that 
lie supplied "hoo/c, women and 'gam- 
bling" to the poli(c. There was a vast 
amouni of evidence and testimony 
before ihc Conuiiission atlcsiiiig to the 
long-siaudidg (orrupt relationship be- 
tween Ruby and the Dallas police. The 
cvideiui: shows that Ruby bribed the 
oiliccrs and that in turn ihcy quashed a 


was convicted of conspiracy to smuggle 
arms to Kid el Castro while Castro was in 
the Sierra Maestra? Wlien Castro visited 
the U.S. in the early days of his vegiiiie. 
he personally greeted McKeown and 
hailed him as a friend of the revolution. 
1 have an TIM report that reveals tliat 
in January 1959 McKeown received a 
telephone call from one "Jack Ruben- 
sjcin" in Dallas. Rubcnstein, of course, 
was .Ruby's real name. "Rubensiein". 
said be knew that McKeown had 
infiuencc with Castro, and told him "he 
warned to get three individuals out of 
Cuba who were being held by Castro." 
He stated tluit if McKeown could ac- 
complish their release, "Rubcnstein" 
would pay S5000 for each person. The 
caller added that "a jjerson in Las 
Vegas, Ncviula, woidd put up iht mon- 
ey." A few weeks after this call, a man 
visited McKeown in Houston and offered 
him .^25,000 for a letter of introduction 
to Castro, This man never gave his 
name, but accoixling to the FlU report, 
"McK<'own advised that he feels strongly 
thai ibis individual was In fact Jack 
Ruby, the man whose photographs he 
lias .seen many times receiuly in the 
press." Now here is further cvitlencc 
linking Ruby to anti-Castro activity, and 
the Fin forwarde^I this re]>ort to the 
Warren Commission; but the Commis- 
colonel showed her a cache of miliiary sion never ptdilished it in its Report or 
armament in a shed in the liatk yard of referred to it in any way. I only came 
the apartment building wlicrc iluy met. across it myself while poring over tlie 
"I got the general impression froi.i what mass of unindexed material in the 26 
was said," she tidd mc, "that these were volumes. 

pilfered from U.S, Aimy or Aii Force pLAYBOYt Aren't you drawing a great 


to S25.0l)O. HiU [be ncgoiialions hii a 
snag because there was no money at 
hand, and Mr. Rich elcmandal a large 
cash retainer. According to Mrs. Ricli, 
when she testified before llie Comm ssion. 
she then was siu |)rised to .ire lu r old 
friend Jack Ruby w:ilk in tlur doc-r, his 
coat pocket bulging osicniatiously. Ruby 
and the colonel weni into the bedroom 
and a few minutes later Ruby came oui. 
his pocket no longer bidging, and left 
soon afterward. Tlmugh she didn't see 
it, she testificrd that the money wa-i tlicn 
forthcoming. 

PLAYBOY: What did the Warren Com- 
mission conclude about Mrs. Rich's 
testimony? 

LANE: Nothing. They never even men- 
tioned her in the Rcjjon. There ivas no 
clfort to track down the Air Fore*: colo- 
nel Mrs, Rich says presided ov-m' the 
meeting, or to ideniify anyone else in- 
volved. Let mc shoiv n>u luuv tlu ('om- 
mission dealt wiib her lestimony. When 
I iiuer\'iewed Mrs. Rich in I ,e 'vision, 
Maine, on April 18. 19(>r». she inloruuil 
me that, after the mceiiiig. the Aii Forc:c 


' many ftnu invioiis fror ic icMiiiiony of 

lANE: \(t KcowiiN and >fr>. Ricii's arc not 
^ tlu; (inly t-vidciKc of a Knby-Cviba link. 
Slioilly ;iflcr llic intiilcnl witli Nic- 
Kfou'M, Ruliy ilfw to Havana with a 
I,as Vff;as }^anil)l('i' nanifd Lewis T. ^^c• 
*^ Willie. Ruby lold the Ooninnvsicm oE 
C< his U'i[i hnt (li<ln't say what he ihd In 
Havana. MtW'ilMc u-stincd tliai his plusli 
^anil>lini; casino had been CN|n<i|nialc'd 
by C;iMio. and lie "peisonally left Ha- 
vana to avoid ani'M." M(;\ViMic .said 
he ha(! known Roby hir .sonic time, that 
Ruby had once i>rotuifil n |>i.MoI Tor Inni, 
and lh:it he knew Ruby "(o be well ac- 
([uainu'd wiih viiiually every ofTiccr of 
the Diillas iioticf." When the Commission 
spoke to McWillic, they already knew 
of ihc Fill report on the AIcKcown inci- 
dent, hut they never ciucMioncd the 
j;;nnbU'i' aliovit ii. and never bothered to 
delerniine a possible link bclween Rid>y's 
Hav.'MiH irij) and his earlier contact with 
Mclseou'ii. 'lb'' Coinnii.'istoii simply 
brushed oir the kIioIc incident iinim- 
povtant. 

PLAYBOY: ]>o you hclicvc, as some have 
implied, that Rutjy was involve.d with 
the CIA ill Iiis alleged nntl-Cnstro 
• aciivities? 

lANEi I don't ktu)\v. I)ut at dint time the 
CIA was fninly in charj^e of anti-Casiro 
cxiic activiiy in the United States. Rnl)y 
may have 1iad nodiing lo do with the 
CIA, liowevcr: he may \\isi have been 
a<tin^ for some cx|n-opriaie(l Rambling 
interesis out for revenge against Casiro. 
What I object to is ihe Warren Commis- 
sion tlelibcraiely Mip|)re.ssiiig these facts. 
Let me athl a vital point: Tly hnshing 
up things like this, the Commission 
didn't dispel niniors; they provided more 
fertile groinid for them, liecaiise people 
naturally won<lei-, if there's nothing sinis. 
tcr here, why did the Connni.'ision sup- 
press the facts? The Warren Report may 
Iiavc w<in a little time for the Govern- 
ment, but Its mcihods have opened up a 
whole I'andora's bo\ oE rumors and spec- 
ulation. No cover-up at all is better 
than a poor one. 

PLAYBOY; Since you've mentioned rumors 
and speculation, lct'.s disctiss your con- 
tention in Itush tn Judgment that on the 
evening of November 14, lOOS, a two- 
hour meeting took place at the Carousel 
Club between R\d>y, I'atrolmau Tippit 
and Bernard ^Veissman , the ultra-right- 
wing activist who placed that full-page 
ad in the Novemlwr 22 Dallas Mnruing 
Kexvs accusing Kennedy of treason. 
Where <lid you hear about this alleged 
meeting? 

LANE: I learned of it from Thayer Waldo, 
a respected reporter for the Fort Worth 
Stnr-Tflc'^ram, who told me that an ac- 
(^uaintance of his, a prominent Dallas 
figure, was in the Carousel Club that 
night. Waldo's friend was a frequent 
fiO visitor to Ruby's place, because he was 


canying on an afhiir wiih one of the 
strippers. Thi. man Ktl- i W.ddo. and 
laier re|)<Mi( (I diiccily t- ■ me. lliat he 
had seen Ruby. Oliucr TipjMt and Weiss- 
man sitting i<n;ethcr at a bai k l;il>h: en- 
gage<l in di;ep con\frsaliiih for almost 
two Iiotns. 

PLAYBOY; Why wnnid dity hold such a 
UK't'ting ill [>iil>lic view? 
LANE: [ drni't know. 

PLAYBOY: If ihiie Was sntli a tnceiing. do 
yon believe [h.it iis ]iurp. isc was lo ph)l 
the a.ssassiiiation of i'lesidmi Kciniedy? 
LANE: I doii'l know vlutt ilf pnipnsc wal, 
'i'hai's the wlir)k' issne, Theif i< some 
evidence to ^^[lport the tonieminn that 
theie was snrli a nietiling. Tlie Commis- 
sion should foinid <iui where llmsc 
tlu'cc men mck- thai nigl t. antt loUl us. 
They tlidn'l. .Maybe my iiilnmiant was 
wrong about seeing the men fgelher. 
The point is that here is a potentially 
critical lead that the Connnission stub- 
bornly refvf'cd to follow up. The meet- 
ing itself ((Mild mean nothing — or 
evciything. \\'e'll iiescr I'nnl out from 
the Connnis^i(ln's Uepori. 
PLAYBOY: The Report «onclndid that 
"The Commission has invrstigaietl tiic 
allegation .if a 'Wiissman-Ruby-Tipjjit 
meeting ami lias found n:) evidence that 
such a meeting took plai:;e anywhere at 
any time." 

LANE: Of couise thcy co ichide that. It 
assists their coincidence ihosis. But let 
me tell you how the ('omimssion "imcs- 
tigated" this nieciing. .As I said, Thayer 
\V'aldo was the source fur my informa- 
tion on the i^vo-honr Rul.y-TippitAVeiss- 
nian meeting. Waldo testified cm June 27, 
IOr»l- — but the CoinniissioM lounsel iiri'rr 
oner asked him :d)o\it the tneeiing. i told 
the Commission I coidd ni>t reveal the 
name of the man Wahio said had wit- 
nessed tlie meeting, because I had prom- 
ised the man he wonUI not b<* involved; 
he was a leading Dallas tiii/en; he was 
married, and the stripper he was going 
with had become iiregnani. lUit the Com- 
mission wasn't interested in the truth, 
oidy in discrediting m) report (if the 
meeting. For example, .iftrr I told the 
Commission whnt I kneu, (Hnef Counsel 
J. Ixc Rankin asked me, "Do you realize 
that the information yon gave in closed 
session coidd have an unfavorable clicct 
on your country's interests in connection 
with this assassin.nion?" Miinl you, 
Rankin wasn't toneerned with investi- 
gating the report aiid fuidlng out if such 
a meeting had really o.xurred; he was 
only disuirbed that talhmg ;djout it 
COidd harm our country's interests. This, 
of course, was tin: whole problem with 
the Commission; diey ■weren't interested 
in pursuing the truili. btii in performing 
a prophylactic functior, in protecting 
their conception ctf the national interest 
In tlxis case, inifortunaiety, they couldn't 
do both. 

PlAYBOYi Apart from the alleged meeting 


at the Can .'l C'.hib, didn't the Warren 
(;ommissi{^^,(nclude there was "jio cred- 
ible evidence" that Ruby knew Ttp[iii/ 
lANE: You continue tc» confront me with 
Commission conclusions as if they weic 
facts. Ve.s, the Comnnssion did, but ilie ' 
evidence says otherwise. Ruby's siMer. ' 
Mrs. ICva Grant, told a A'fa- York ItnuUl 
Trihutic reporter who asked her about 
'I'ippit that "jack knew him and I knew ' 
him." 5he added that "j!>ek calleil tiini 
lluddy" and "We liked him. ... He wav 
in aiul out of our place many times." At ' 
least six otiier witnesses — including I>;(1. ■ 
las I'olice l-ieutenaut (George C. .\rneit 
— swore that Ruby k^new Tippit. Tnr 
example, one of Ruby's bartenders. Cur- ' 
tis La Verne (^rafartl , and another chih ; 
employee, Andiew Armstrong, were J 
at the Carousel Chdj when Tippit'^ ; 
death was announced over the radio, and 
both men toUl the MU that Ruby toM ; 
them then that he had known Tippit. 
Still niioilicr witness, who once sought 
Ruby's OK. to oi]ei) a iunid}ers oper.i- | 
tion in Dalla.s, told the THI that Tippit 
"was a frecpient visitor to Ruby's night \ 
club, along with anotlier ollicer vvho w.is \ 
a motorcycle pairolman in the Oak* ; 
lawn section of Dallas." The FIU agem> ; 
who interviewed Hardee reported that ! 
"from his observation there tippearecl to | 
be a very close relationship between 
the.se three individuals." 

One of the many witnesses the Com- 
mission never chose to call was Harold 
Richard Williams. On April 3, IfMiO, I 
fdnied and taiie-recorded tin interview 
with Williams in Dallas, and he told me 
that early in November ll)(i3 he had 
been roughed up and arrested in a raid 
on an after-Iiouis clul) called the Mika- 
do, where he. worked as chef. Williams 
says he carefully studied the face of (he 
oniccr driving the police car to head- 
quarters, intending to lind out who he 
was and make a comphiiiu. Seated 
alongside this cop in the front of the car, 
according to Williams, was Jack Ruby, 
whom die driver called "Rube." Wil- j 
liams said he knew Ruby well, since j 
Ruby "used to furnish us with girls" for i 
parties at the Mikado Club. On Novem- ' 
her 22 Williams .saw a phonograph of | 
Patrolman J. I). I'ippit in the pa[>crs :itid { 
recognized him as that same ofTicer. I 
When Williams told acquaintances i 
about seeing Ruby and Tippit together, 1 
he was promptly taken into custody hy j 
the Dallas police and told to keep (piict 
about the incident, since "it would he ; 
very easy" to charge him with a crime ' 
"antl make it work." Nevertheless, 
liams agreed to tell me all he knew. 
Despite all these facts, the Commission 
concluded there was "no credible evi- 
dence" that- Ruby and Tippit were ac- ; 
quaintcd. 

PLAYBOYi Do you also challenge the Com- ■ 
mission's conclusion tliat Ruby had i 


iu;' cr mci WcisMivm, ilic lu.in ■in- 
mIiIc lor t'.'C :iiui-Kniiii-cly n<I? 

Yes, ! do. Aiitl it's ilic s;inic Moiy 
li' ic: \V'iiii'!.vs .'ifuT wiiiKNS told ciilicr 
llii- I'ill 01 tlu; Coiiiniissioii tluit 
iiiiiii was ;i fictiiiciit \i.sitor to die Cnr- 
ciii>cl Chil. ill Novcnibcr of VMuS. On 
AuRiiNt 21. IJlfil, tlic riU .sliouxd Curtis 
('ntfiird sy\cral jjlioif>f;ra|)lis of Weiss- 
mail, niul Crafanl .■.;ii<i dial W'cissmnn 
had Ix'Cii iii the Carousel "on a iinnil)fr 
of o<i asioii-i." The report on tlic 

iiiirrview m ucs tliar C^rafard revealed lie 
"has hcar4l Ridiy refer lo Wcissnian by 
ilie name of 'Wcissman' and on several 
<i':< nsions h;is served WVisMuan drinks at 
the C;.irouMl Chd>," It rocs on ami on 
like that, inu dcsplic all this evidence. 
i,he Comitiission claimed ihat Riil)y 
kn.:w iicidnT' Tippit nor \Vei>snian. 
PLAYB.OYi III any case, the Commission 
fonchidcd iliat Uidjy was loo "mmuty 
and uiistahic to have cncoin-aj;ed the 
(oiifitlence of ihc jjcrsoiis involved in a 
sensitive conspiraq'." Do you think they 
h.n-c a jjoiiit tiiere? 

lANEi Well, that's an imcresung hit of 
5]>eciiIation. I personally don't know who 
a (oiispiraty would pirk as iis assassin. 
I'eiliaps tiie conspiraiors, if tliey exist, 
wonUI have- preferred a colIc;,'C professor 
or a Rhodis scholar, lint T do know that 
Kuby killed Oswald (piitc elicciivtly, 
flhhougli the odds were very much 
nfjaiiiM it, widi jtist ot.r well -placed shot 
ill the stomach. Uidlkc tlic Warren 
Commission. I can't jisychoanalyzc a 
hypothetical group of coiispiraiors and 
deicrminc their rcciuiung practices. All 
1 cm say is that if Ruhy was ordered to 
klU Oswald, his employers would have 
no reason lo be dissatisiied with the way 
he did his job. 

PlAYflOYi How did Rnhy explain his moti- 
vaiioii for killing Oswald when he tes- 
tified before the Commission? 
lAME: Ruby's appearance before the 
Co^nmissioii is one of ilic most fantastic 
aspccisof ilie whole iiivesiigaiion. In the 
first place, I he Government was far from 
CMj::cr to have him testify at all. The Com- 
iiii.isioti Was formed during November 

.of 19li3, but Rnljy wasn't interrogated 
until June of lOfil, even though he re- 
peatedly a.'.kc<l tlic Commission for per- 
mission to testify. And when he was 
finally called, only two members of the 

M'vcn-nian Coinmissioii were present 

ll:\rl Warr. ii and Cierald Ford. The lo- 
cale for his interview was, of all places, 
the Dallas Cloinity jail, and in attendance 
;u the ouisct were Dallas Sher iff J. E. 
3>rcker, Assistant District Attorney JmT 
Howie and Robert G. Storey, specIaT 
CiJunsirl to ihe attorney general of Texas. 
I'e;-haps tlic Commission assumed Ruby 
wuidd be liiore comfortable in familiar 
suiroiuidiii.:;s. If so. they were wrong, 
bc.Musc Riii>y begged over and over to be 
taken to Washingtoii. where he could 
speak freely, but iiarl Warren repeatedly 
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un tied him tlou-ii. Tlii% 1 priiucil in 
ill : Cnnuiiissioii cvUIciicc.^i uMiit to all 
llu; iniili," Uul)y -SiiUl at one iioint. "and 
I t iii'l ifll it licic. . . . (k'lUlcnicn, un- 
Ic-s yuu i^vt nic lo WasIiinj^Kni, yon can't 
get ;i fair shake out nf inc." He adtlcd: 
"My life is in danger hcio." When Con- 
Rn-ssniaii I-nrtl aske<l. somewhat rcdun- 
(liiiitly, if dieic were liiinRs he would 
reieal in WashtiiRton that he woiddn't re- 
veal ill Dallas. Ruby tohl him tliat there 
v>:rc. And :is the hcariiiR closed, he 
iii^ulc one la.st desperate plea to C^hicf 
Justice Warren lo get liim out of Dallas. 
"Vou arc llie <ndy one who can save mc." 
lie told Warren. "Uut hy delaying min- 
lin-s, yon lose the cliancc." Ruby said he 
\VM anxious to tell the trutli about "why 
my act was committed, i)Ut it can't be 
said here." At that i«)itu Earl Warren, 
instead of reassuring Ruby and trying to 
Hod out wiint he knew, actually lold him 
ih.tt he had gootl rc:i5on to fear for his 
s: (eiy if he talked ino much. These arc 
^Varren'.s exact words, from the Conuiiis- 
sUn\ records: "I tliink I might have some 
reluctance if I was in your position, yes; 
I think I wo\ild. I think I would figure it 
nut very carefully as to whether it would 
endanger me or not." T-Icrc is the Chief 
Justice of the United .States (piesiioning 
the one surviving principal, and in effect 
vavniiig him not in icll cvci7thing he 
knows. It certainly was, to put it as 
innocently as possible, an incurious 
a I -pi oath. 

flAYBOV! Couldn't Ruby have blurted out 
whatever he knew to Warren, and on tlic 
strength of that dcnuindc<l some kind of 
jKiIitical asyliun? Didn't he actually jeop- 
ardize himself more by making only cryp- 
lic remarks that might he disregarded? 
IAN£: I think he handled things cpiiie 
well from the .standpoint of his own in- 
terest. If he was involved In n plot and 
lie told (he whole .story, his statement 
Mould be tantamount to a confession of 
murder with malice. After a new trial, 
his "ii.sylum" woidd be a cemetery. Ruby's 
cryptic remarks may have been intended 
as a reminder that he still might talk. 
i£ arrangements for his release were 
not fiitlilled. All of this, of course, is 
based on the presinnptioii that Ruby 
may have been pan of a conspiracy to 
kill Oswald. 

PIAYBOY! ^Vhy didn't the Commission 
lake Ruby to Washington? 
lANE: The Chief Justice said that a trip 
with Ruby would attract "public attcn- 
lion" and reipiire the presence on the 
i»htnc of atlditional security guards. 
When Ruby continued to make the re- 
quest. Warren snapped: "No, it covild 
not be done. It could not be done. There 
arc a good many things involved in that, 
Mr. Rul>y." So Ruby never got to Wash- 
ington. That was the only interview the 
Commi-ssioncrs ever had with him, and 
62 lie was never allowed to reveal whatever 


it was he felt h<: tnxM not re\e.d in the 
Dallas iaii. 

PLAYOOY; Well, ^-.hat inforiiauon did 
come out of llic D.dlas healing"' 
LANE: Ruby itstihed for alioiu dnec 
hours, but he was a>ked very lew t|nes- 
tions. and most of his siatemeiils were 
volunteered. The Counnission's most 
fantastic omission was thai Kid>y was 
never even asked whether or not he re- 
ceived help in entering the b.iscmcnt of 
Dallas police lieadcpianers. Knby stated 
that when he slioi C)sw;ild "iIk ic was no 
malice in me." The Commission liad nl- 
ready cone huh il liiai Rub\ killed Os- 
wald in a (it ol frenzy srenuriiig from his 
love of Keinu'dy and his haired ol Os- 
wald. So, of (oinse. they ahii failttl to 
ask. the logical and \ital .jucsiion: If 
Ruby didn't l>aie Oswald, why di<l he 
kill him? It gors like iliis uyM down the 
line. At one liubv disclosed that lUi 

hours before Ms "unpiemceitaicd" mur- 
der of Oswald, a D.illas i>olice oiTieer 
had made a veiled suggerion to him 
that Oswald should be killed. As he tcs- 
tificd to this cliect . joe Toiiahill. his 
lawver, passed a note to tin Conuuission 
members reading: "This is the thing 
that started Jack in the shooting." In 
other words. Ruby's own lawyer inti' 


atcs that a Dallas policcmati motivated 
Ruby to nnirdcr Oswahl. Yet Ruljy was 
not asked a single (piesiion by the Com- 
niission on this jjoint. 
flAYBOY: Do VOU belict! ihf Commission 
was only going through the imnions 
when they interviewed Ruby, and really 
didn't want lo learn the faeis? 
LANE; I don't lni'iw wliv llie ( ommission 
bcha\ed as it did. Mayi)e Ruby was 
wrong in thinking tiis life na.s in danger 
in Dallas. Nt.iyhe he Kuild have icsliricd 
freely there \'.iili()ui fear oT personal in- 
jin^. On the other hand, ii lie did have 
police assistance in shooting Oswald, he 
obviously mighi be rchu taut to talk, 
about it in die Dallas jail. The thing lo 
remember is that when tlv: Conmussion 
(piesiioned Ruby, Tresident Kennedy, 
Ofhcer Tippit and Lcc Oswald were all 
dead: Ruby was the sole known surviv- 
ing protagonist of the events that began 
on November 22. Even if his fears wcic 
irrational, tlu! C^onnnission had an obli- 
gation — to the truth and to the American 
jjcople — to di> everything possible to allay 
Ridjy's fears and fnid om all he knew. 
The Comniissinn never did that. And 
that's why the most revealing tpicstioii of 
tlial entire day was posed by Jack Ridiy 
to Earl AVarren. He said t'» lIic Chief 
Justice of liie United .States: "Maybe 
certain jicople don't want to know the 
truth that may come ovit of me. Is that 
jjlausibk?" 

PLAYBOY! If Ruby's motives were uncer- 
tain, what about Oswald'*? Mas it been 
determined if Oswald cvci expressed per- 
sonal or political hostility toward cither 


President Kr cdy or Governor Con- 
nally? ' ^ ' 
lANE: There has been no allegation that 
Oswald dhl. On the contrary,2iilliiia-ii^- 
waUl t estified her hnsbaiul thought /i/g/*/y , ■ 
of rie.sidcnt Kennedy, particularly of the | 
job he was doing on behidf nf civil rights. j 
Oswald cxpres-scd similar pro-Kennedy 
sentiments to other people whose tcsti- , 
mony is on the record. Marina Oswald \ 
at.so said that while they were living in the 
Soviet Union, Oswald read that Connally 
was running for governor of Texas, and \ 
he lold her if he had hern living in Texas j 
at die lime he would have voted for him. 
PIAYBOY: Would you discuss the circum- 
.stances of Oswald's stay in the Soviet | 
Union? i 
lANEt Winston Churchill once referred | 
lo Russia as a mystery wrapped in an enig- ; 
ma, and Oswald's .stay there falls into ! 
that category. He lived there two years, 
attempted to give up his American citi- 
zenship, and expressed violent ami- j 
,-\mcrican and prn-Cinmmunisi opinions. 
Yet in his private diaries for the same | 
|x:riod he consistently expresses bitter ! 
(iH/kSovict seiniment. On his return to ; 
the States. Oswalil dictated the begin- \ 
ning of a book on Soviet life based on | 
these notes, and it, too. was anti-Soviet. \ 
His mother. Marguerite 0.swald , has also j 
repeatedly stated in public tliat her son 1 
was a CIA agent; but I've been unable ; 
to rnul any independent verification for ; 
that charge. After his return to the States. | 
Oswald maintained his leftist public 
image, but there arc some strange con- \ 
tradictions here, too: He was ostensibly 
pro-Castro, but he also tried privately 
to ingratiate himself with an anti-Castro 
Cuban exile group. Whether he w.is a 
rightist passing for a leftist, or a leftist 
posing as a rightist, or an VTil or CIA 
agent pa.ssing for both, or possibly just 
plain confused, I honestly haven't been 
able to figure out. I'm inclined to believe 
he was a sincere leftist. 
PLAYBOY: If both Ruby and Oswald were 
linked in .some way with Cuban exile 
groups, do you believe they were asso- 
ciated in any other ways? 
LANE: I've heard many stories to this 
effect, but no one has yet presented 
convincing proof that the two men V.ncw 
each other. 

PLAYBOY: You mentioned Uiat while he 
was in the Soviet Union. Oswald tried to 
renounce his American citizenship. In 
September 1905, he applied for a pass- 
port in. New Orleans, and his ap- 
plication was granted. But passport 
regulations , retjuirc the applicant to 
swear he has never "sought or claimed 
the benefits of the nationality of any 
foreign state." Why was Oswald granted 
a passport? ■■* 
lANc! 1 don't know. His application was 
wired — not mailed, as is the usual proce- 
dure — to Washington, and clearance 
came through within 24 hours, which 


uuI^t 1)0 record liir.c, conskU- ' liis 

fiAVBOY: Is there any evidence, as you in- 
lini.ucil i.-nrlier, connecting 0.wald with 
I he i-iir- 

UNE: W' ll, a question migiit be raised 
i)y the l.ict that Oswald's address book. 
*:oinainni the address and nuto-licensc 
number < >l Dallas rill Agen tjanies Hosty, 
and this was later deleted from the police 
list or 0>\v*ald's addresses. And Congress- 
man Ceiald I'ord's bo ok Portrait of an 
Ass'if.fitt revealed tiiat at the outset of tlic 
investiR.uion, Texas Attorney General 
AVagKO'iT Carr and Dallas District At- 
loiiicy Henry Wade informed tiic Com- 
mis'sion ihat Oswald was an undercover 
informant for the l-iU. These two Texas 
ofltcials, Ford writes, disclosed that Os- 
wald's T'iil code number was 179, that 
he had l)een on the TRI payroll from 
September 1962 to the day of his death, 
and that his FRI salary was S-00 per 
ninnth. Now, what did tiic Conmiission 
do upon receipt of tliis stanlin;; evidence? 
Did it launch an immcdiaic investiga- 
tion? N't. Chief Counsel Rankin merely 
told the Commission, according to Con- 
grcjisman Ford: *'\Ve have a dirty rumor 
lh.it is vciy bad for the Commission . . . 
and it is very damaging to the agencies 
that arc involved in it and it must be 
wiped out insofar as possible to do so by 
this Commission." So without even exam- 
ining iliis statement by two prominent 
Texas cTicials, the Commission labeled 
it a "dirty nunor" and decided "it must 
be wiped out." They did this quite effec- 
tively — !iy asking J. Edgar Hoover if it 
Were true. He doincd it. Wliat could one 
cx^icct Iiim to .say — "Oswald was work- 
ing for mc when he killed Uic Presi- 
dent"? As far as the Commission was 
concerned, asking Hoover all but closed 
the subjoct. The sources of the allegation 
were ruTver questioned. And since tJic 
minutes of Commission proceedings will 
ii(»t be made public for 75 years, wc 
windd never even have heard of the 
matter except for Congressman Ford's 
indiscrciion. 

PLAVaoYs In your book, you say that 
"The i isc against Lee Harvey Oswald 
■Wiis comprised essentially of evidence 
from i\7o sources: Dallas police ofTiccrs 
and M.irina Oswald. " You've already cx- 


in his rela^ion^hIp wiih lu r; but later on, 
after she'd been iM)hited in the (u>t'>dy 
of die Fill and Savci Sirvite for 
moiuhs, site siatcil ihi.i Oswah! wa^ bi u- 
tal and beat licr fn([in:nily. M;nina oi'^g- 
inally said her hu'.!)aiid uuvcr expi.'s^ cl 
hostility towaid any p- rs >ii in jiulili' li c. 
Later, after her ci'ii[ii.ci;uiu 1>-" the VM 
and Secret Service, sli : i..:stificd hin h is- 
band shot at Gcner-il ICdwii, \V: Ik t. 


Marina also told FBI agents right aficr 
the assassination that sh^- had never so rn 
her husband with a pisinl. ai d lie hid 
never owned a pistol. She also said s!ic 
had never seen a tcles-ror.ic si^iit. Vt t the 
Commission relied on Iicv later statement 
that she took ti^e famous picture of t)s 
wald holding a rifle C([Uipi)<cI with a 
telescopic siglit and wearing a pistil on 
his hip. And so it went: TIic iongtr ^Ilc 
was in die custody of Federal amhorl- 
ties, the longer dicy questioned her and 
"revived" her memory, the more damn- 
ing Marina Oswald's icsthnoMy inxamc 
to her late husltantl. iirainwasiiing. it 
woidd seem, is not au exclusive prc-ptriy 
of Uie Cliincse. 

PLAYBOY: Do you impugn Marina's tcui- 
mony that Oswald attempted to shooi 
General Walker on April 10, lOGJ? 
LANE: I tliink tiie evidence does iliat. 
Her testimony on di;s subjcci "evnlvid" 
during die period she was In F.'tiira! 
custody. At first, she said slie knew of no 
acts of violence commi:ted by Oiw.dd. 
Later, mucli later, slic "rcmcnLbcred" the 
Walker incident. Tlierc was onh,' one 
■witness to tlie Walker shooting; Walter 
Kirk Coleman, a H-year-oId boy who 
lived m the house behind GeniTal 
Walker's. When he heard shots one night, 
he ran out and saw two men, one evident- 
ly with a rillc, jump into two cars and 
drive away. The Commission said C>swald 
could rot drive. Coleman was shown 
pictures of Lee Oswald, and stated diat 
neither of the two men looked an/thing 
like Oswald. The Commission, of rourse, 
never called Colem-in, tlic only i:ycwit- 
ncss, and relied whir-lly on ^'arIn;l's un- 
supported, self-contr.idictor)' and telatcd 
allegations as to what her husbar.d had 
said — not what she had seen. 
PLAYBOY: Didn't investigators hnd a 
photograph of Walker's house among 


pI.li^e*L.^hy you doubt the integrity o£ Oswald's possessions? 


Dallas police. Why do you doubt Marina 
Oswald? 

LANE: Marina changed her testimony so 
often ii was dilfindt to determine which 
version the Commission ^iccepted. At 
first, she declaicd diat her husband was 
. innocent and hadn't planned to murder 
auyotie. Later, she told Uic Commission 
that th.; "facts" given to her by the Fed- 
eral police convinced her that Oswald 
had, indeed, killed Kennedy in order to 
becomi* famou.s. In other words, the po- 
lice h.id to reveal her own husband's 
psydiology to her. She at first testified 
vliat hcT husband was pacific and gentle 


LANE: Yes — though, of course, that doesn't 
prove Oswald was tiie one who took it. 
Let's take a look at it: It's a rather 
mysterious photogi'aph. It shows Walker's 
house, with an aiuoniobilc i>ar";cd in 
front. There is, liowevcr, a liole lorii In 
the photograph, dcleiing the hark por- 
tion of the car. Marina Oswald testified 
that this hole had been torn in the 
photograph after it came into jwsses- 
sion of the Warren Commission. .Siic tes- 
tified: "When the FI'.I fust shon-eil nic 
tills photograph, I lemcmber thai the li- 
cense plate, the niimljcr of the license 
plate was on this car, and was on die 
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imml»ci%. . . - Tluic no hole in the 
<.ii;;iii;il wluii ihcy showt-d il lo iiic 
. , ." 'I'll*: OmmiisNioii trial to <;ct her 
(If ilii: Mihjiil. Inil Nile uppciivca f;isci- 
ii.iu-d hy iln- iiiii-icd i>!K>io-iaph. "W'liy 
(!-Ks the (ioiiuniv'.ion n(»t inc nhovit 
li.isf" nIu- j)ciMNlC(I. riiKiUy the Commis- 
M'»ii Ia\v\iv s:iitl, "Oil the record, 
nh'.nc," ;itiil ihc siilijctt w;is never rc- 
ii ircd i.i WrsU-y I.iebeler. the 

ihc CiomniiNsioii who 


iiiunr alioriicy forTT 

I ..iidiKlfd ihc *Viir-l lie-ret ord" di^t:^ls- 
iiiii, lei-ciiiiy >:iid iit n piihlic niectin;; 
ihiit lie dnfMi'i reiiicnihcr wtial was said 
iliiriii;; that off- 1 he-record coiirereiicc. 
.\nd this i>hnlnp;iai)!i is the one piece of 
physital evidence iisc<l to show that 
Osivald .shot, at General Walker. 
PLAYBOY! Do yoti know why or how the 
plioto showing the license plate was mn- 
lilated allfv the i>Ii()to came into die 
Commission's Iiands? 

LANE; No, I don't. The Commission per- 
niitird a relaiiMly in' Npcrieiiced junior 
iiiwyer — Wesley Lieheler aj;iiiii— to han- 
dle this asjiect of ihc invcstifiaiion. The 
pliotograph rai.ses the very re:il possihility 
ihat the \Vinrcn Commission tampered 
iviili evidence. Why? Well, if itic license 
]datc was dated either of the two yciirs 
iliat Oswald spent in the Soviet Union, 
ihai wonlil be proof that he <Iidn't take 
I lie pictuiv. But now you have me spec- 
ulating. As i said earlier, I don't know. 
(DAYBOY; Wasn't it proved conclusively 
tliai the plioio Was taken widi O-iwald's 
c.iincra? 

LANE: The I'UI Sin<l so. 
PLAYBOY: Why would Marina Oswald lie 
in an elfon to incrinn'nate her dead 
liusband? 

lANE; Marina Oswald's testimony ijidi- 
catcs oidy one tiling — that she was a 
frightened woman, a Soviet citizen in an 
alien and menacing country, tinablc to 
speak Kiiglisti, without any means to 
support herself and her cliildrcn, Uiink- 
.ing she was .subject to deportation at any 
litnc. Marina Oswald is die type of 
v/itncss every unscnipulou.s prosecutor 
<lrc:mw (tf, because she's totally vulnera- 
iilc to pressure. Remember, stic was held 
iiicommunitado for months by tlic Fed- 
iral authorities, and when she emerged, 
"■he disasdwcd all her original statements 
protesting licr hnshand's innocence and 
wholclie.iriedly supi>oried die Warren 
Conunission's conclusions. 
PLAYBOY; Arc you charging that agents 
oE the Unitfd States Govcrinncni intimi- 
dated a witness and persuaded her to 
change her testimony? 
LANE: It seems very likely. Take a look at 
Marina's own testimony before the Com- 
mission. She testincd that 1"RI agents 
"told me that if 1 wanted to live in this 
country, I would have to cooperate." 
Marina gave the Commission the names 
of the Kill agents who said this to her, 
but the matter was never followed up; 


the Commission cvidcnily wiisii't iiiicr- 
csted in a possible clUul b\ ilie IT.I lo 
taiuper with a major witness. I don't , 
know what tlif luc.ini l>y "co- 

operate." I'erltaps nothing. Hut Marina 
also said an innui-^raluni ■ilhci.il caine 
from New ^'olk lo see her b.Mnre she was 
(piesiioiied by die 1-1\I and "siid thai it 
wo»ild be iKriur Inr me if 1 wi re to help 
ihcni." She was obviously np^ci b'-- her 
encounters wiih ihc 1 I'd. in il pl.linM^eIy 
told I'liil W.nK ii. wlio ih oii^hmii the 
lieariiigs adi.puil die i >!c n laili- r ii^nre 
toward hei: '"1 think lii.il ti e 1-T.I ;pgniis 
knew I w;is itfi.nd tli.u all M e\ei\thing 
that liad happeiml I culd iini ruii.iin lo 
live ill this anintry, and tluy somrwhat 
exploited that [or their own [imposes, in 
a very polite fmiii, so dial yon tonld not 
say anything afier thai. Tlicy cannot l)e 
accused of anything. T licy approached it 
in a very clever, coniriveil way." The 
Chief Justice (piickly ciiaiiged the sni)- 
jcct. .So if you're asking me if M.iriiia Os- 
wald was pressured by ilie C.oxeriniient 
to tailor her lesiininny lo the ollifia! ver- 
sion, I'd s.iy it ({-rtainly seems so. Marina 
was almost never sulijecied to what 
miglii be called cross exaniiii.ition. The 
Commission would not ix'tinit it. It was 
tins attitude, when Marina was appear- 
ing bcfnie the seven man <:onuTiission. 
diat ]>ronipied one pai ticip.im to refer lo 
the vignette as "Snow White and the 
Seven Dwarfs." 

PLAYBOY: What proof do ynu lia\e for the 
charge in your book tliat the lamous I.i^c 
cover photograph of Oswald holding the 
alleged murder weapon may have been 
forged? 

lANE: This phniftgraph was the single 
docuniciil most resjjonsiblr tor pcrsnad- 
ing Americans that Oswald w.is involved 
in the assassinalion. It shows him stand- 
ing on a lawn holding die Manididier- 
Carcaiio rifle in one hand and iwo Com- 
munist ncwspa[>ers in the oilier, witii a 
liolstered pi^loi sira|>pcd to Ins waist. 
How pat can you get? Many <opies of 
this picture originally and mysteriously 
materialized on the day ol the assassina- 
tion — on a tlesk in the Dallas poli<:c 
Iiead<ptariers; one canilot lie certain of 
dieir origin. 

PLAYBOY: The Warren Report .seems cer- 
tain. On page .'')92, it siate> dial the pho- 
to "of Lee Harvey C)swald holding a rillc 
[was] found among Oswald's po.sscssions 
' in Mis. Ruth Painc's girage at 2.")15 
West Fifth Street, Irving. Tcxa.s." 
lANE: Thai's what the Dallas polii e said. 


but questions about the luiheitliciiy of 
ihc picture laisc doniits about its origin 
as well. Many ncwspnpcis r.ni the pir- 
lurc — and //'/'■. on Fcbrnaiy 21. 1904, 
carried it on its cover with die caption: 
"Lc<! Oswald, with the weapons he used 
to kill Prcsidctit Kennedy and OfTicer 
Tippit." The jiublicaiion of diat photo- 
graph raised fjucstions in jihoto^rapluc 
circles around Uie world, and a number 


of ph(>iogr;.,^^c experts charged II wai 
fr.iudulent. 

PLAYBOY: On what grovmds? 
lANE: First of all. simie of the pictures 
rC[n*oduced in tlie press show a iclc 
scopic sight (Ml the rille. while in oiliers 
there is no telescopic sight. Subscipiently, 
responsible pul>iit a lions snt h as j\ cu'v " 
wcfk and Thr .Vrii- l or/; Timrs admllied 
to the Warren Commission that their an 
dcpariments had retouched the photo. 
But even more serious is the eviilencc 
that tlic rutin: pi* lure was faked. As . 
published on ihe to\er of I.ifr, the 
shadow from Oswald's nose, falls directly 
down to the niidille of his month, where- 
as the .shadow from his body falls at 
alroul a 'l.'i-degree angle to bis rear and 
to his right. From this, phoiogiaphic ex- 
perts immcdiaiely coiulnded that either 
Oswald's heatl had been superimposed 
on the picture or that the picture bad 
been taken on a planet enjoying two 
suns. I repeated this .observation to the 
Cimimission and iliey decided to test the 
jilioio's autlicniicity. Evidenily, in order 
lo prove that the shadows tn the picture 
could be authentic.illy duplicated, die 
FUI had one of its agents assume a sim- 
ilar position and took a i)hotograph of 
him, which was published in the Report, 
Sure enough, the l)ocly shadow in die 
Fill picture falls at the same angle as the 
body shadow in the Life picture. Uut 
there's just one small problem: In die 
photograph publislied by ihe Warren 
Commission, the man's lu.id had been 
removed! The FUI said diey did liiis be- 
cause nothing about the head was "peni- 
neni" — while it was obviously the only 
pertinent factor involved, since ihe (pies- 
tion was whether or not the nose and 
body .shadows matched. Uui the Warren 
Commission .showed a photo with the 
head deleted as pr(wif thai the Life pho- 
tograph was accurate. Thus we come full 
circle. An openly tiociored photograph 
was oHered to prove that another was 
authentic. 

PLAYBOY: So you believe the photograph 
wa.s forged as part of a plot to incrimi- 
nate Oswald? 

LANE: Om'dld believed diat. In the Com- 
mission's 25 volumes of evidence, you'll 
discover diat when ■ Oswald was con- 
fronted with die photo in the Dallas jail, 
he charged that "The Dallas police have 
superimposed my head on that body, be- 
cause that is a picture of my head, but 
not of my botly." Oswald added th.it 
Iic'd worked for a photographer an<l 
knew something about photography, and 
therefore knew the pholo was a forgery. 
tic said he would prove it ai his trial. 
There never was a trial, of course. 
Obviously. I'm not charging that Life or 
any oilier publication supcrimposetl the 
head. They evidently accepted die photo 
in good faith, thougit rather uncritically. 
PLAYBOYi When did Oswald make that 


M:,lo,.-ht ahoul llic i.Iic.ln?-^)i<Ii.'t you 
Ml c.rlicr liu' 0.iiinii^%i<m tlaimcd 
. U,o.c Kcc no lrM.^crii«s ol liis intcrro- 
■■■MM, :tl [Kilicc lii::.<Iciu;in<;is? 
lAKt- This l>MlitMl;«r xcmiirV. was rciKirt- 
t.l K. llw (■.<Mmiii«iou by I'^'lli'S P"''"- 
mi-i. riKl I-Vil. iM .Bcms who were present 
Ht ill - imerri>i;aiioii anil who l emembcrcd 

cms of Oswald's comnieiUs. 
PIAYIOY: Yoli saiil a wl"le aRo tliat sev- 
eral Kili.csses have n-|>oried bcinf- 
llir.Mi>ned by both Dallas policemen 
and fttleral a'senls for nnilradictnif; tlic 
C'.ovennnenl serslnii ot llie assassination. 
Ilasf there iiecn other instances? 
lANt: Some extraortlitiary lliinKs have 
liali;>ciicd in Hallas to people wlio K-^c. 
tesii'mony coniradictins ibc versicm tliat 
OsMalil was the lone assassin of rrcsidem 
Kcniicily antl Olhccr Tippit. Since I 
wrote iny IxKit. much more has come to 
liRlit. 1 mentioned earlier the Aii|"illa 
Clfiiious c piMxh : h. t lif'- was tlirealeneil 
ly .1 Dallas police olhrer— or so she 
thonsht— alter she said that Tippil's 
mnnlcrcr was not Oswald. Another wit- 
ness K. the -I'ippit slayiiiR. Warren 
RiryiloMs. was one blixk assay Irom the 
sli(tolin!;whei> be saw a mall rim past him 
carryiiiK a pistol. Ueyiiolds described die 
man lo die police on November 22. and 
since his de.Mriptioii was completely at 
variance witli that ot Oswald, he was 
licicr taken to ilie line up at police hcad- 
(lii.,rlcrs. On January 21. 1064, Reynolds 
was tiucstioiied by tiKcms o[ the I'1'.l and 
shown pictures of Oswald, but he said 
aRaiii lliat Oswald was not the man he 
had seen fleeing the murder scene. Two 
days later ttcynoWs was in die basement 
■ of hb used-car salesroom and a man be- 
hiiKl a filing cabinet shot liim tlirougli 
the head. Reynolds was on the critical 
list, but he survived. He later said that 
be believed the attack on him was con- 
iiecicd with what he saw on November 


were afraid to oltcr their n.mtonlormini; 
infoiination. . 

.Still aiiolher i.iliiess I" tlu 1 MM"' 
slaying— who also, you will re. all. sai.l 
Tippit's miircU ier was short and stoeky 
-.was Domini:.. l',cn..vidcs. Wlien 1 vis- 
ited l)allas with a l.lnl cr.:w s..mc 
months ago, Ilenavi.k-s as;ncd to speak 


to us, but the iiighi lietore ihe pi.i)i i:ud 
imerview. two Dallas homifi.li' detec- 
tives visiled De Animiio. our dir.:. lor, in 
theTosver Motel, an.l inloraud him that 
there svoulil be n" imersiew anil ihit 
■d. lleiiavldcs 


I doii-l know, h .ilhiii a few months 
Ihey were both^cad. One of iheiii. 
l.inH-. s I'. Kocihc, a respi-cleil slalf wriier 
•l,.r the l>,ilUi 'l imn llniilit. was found 
.strangled ill his aparlmenl. The Dallas 
police list it as an unsolved killing. 
ptAYtOYi And die other newsiiiaiif 
lANE: That was liill llnnler, a prae- 
winniiiR reporter for the Long Reach, 
California. Iiulrjiniilnil rrcss-Trlrgrnm. 
I le >vas shot by a local police olficer while 
he .sat reading in the press room of the 
Long lieacll public safely building. The 
polite said it was an accident. 


l-^Hhol^d'^: i:;'^;;'':,.,:;:^;"":;^ . ^;V^^Do-you ..Heve ,.u.e two me,, 
When I was ba,k in Dallas pist atler . were victims of a consp,rat_y? 


the publitalUin ol my book. 1 a|ipiaial 
on a local radio show an.l askial anyone 
who had any inloi i.ialion aliout him lo 
contact me. licnaiides lalhe--i,.la"-, a 
man named latksoii. calU.I. Mi. jackson 
told me lleiiavid. s was aliaiil 10 talk and 
had previoiislv lied the Dallas area in 
fear, Jackson fiiuher rev.-aleil lhat alier 
lieliavitles laileil lo ideiuify Oswald as 
Tippit's miiitlcier. lienavides' brother, 
who resembled him, was shot throuRli 
Ihc bead and killed, lienavides quit his 
job and was rei.laied by aiuth. r Mexi- 
can-American bearing a resemblance lo 
him. Within weeks, thai man was also 
shot through the head by an unknown 
person, bin he survived. The as.sailalits 
ot these tss'o null have never been 
apprehended by liie Dallas police. lie- 


iTIcrs On lanuary -,:,. ii.oi, .ve,.....s.s navidcs was convinced he was the 
as. ueltioiied by il^ents of the VV.l and tended viciim and lied Dallas, hut Ins 

' . f ^ 1.1 1,.., l.n ctM f^iilif-r.in.lasv. Mr. lacksoil. S^ 


father-in-law. Mr. Jackson, went to the 
police and told iheni hi- plaiin.'d lo ini- 
tiate his own invi'siigalioi, of the two as- 
saults, since the polic- lial made no 
progress. The police told him noi ,io. 
Some time later. J.iikson heard a noise on 
his front lawn lii.d went to investigate. 
As he stood silhouetted in ihc iloo,way, 
a n,an juiiipc.l out from behind some 
bushes and lireil one slim, iiariowly 


VANIi Not necessarily. Tlic murders 
eouia be coincidences, but there arc tcKi 
many coincidences in this case. Pen,, 
Iniics, Jr. , editor of a Texas paper, the 
' Mlillolhmii Miiroi , has investigated 
tliese events. I le lold me that be believes 
a total of M witnesses have ilicd myste- 
tiotisly since November 2;!, I'.Hia, William 
Whalev, the cahilriver who allcgeilly 
diovc Oswald from the assassination scene 
and whose original testimony was very 
inconvenient to the Commission Rcixjrt, 
was killeil in a car crash— the first cab- 
driver to die ill an act idem in Dallas in 
SO years. l.ce T. Uowers , ss'ho, as 1 al- 
ready mcntioueil, tolil me in a filmed iii- 
terviesv that he had seen smoke or flames 
coming from behind the wocxlei, tencc 
o,i die gras.sy knoll, was killed a tew 
months after I saw him— also in a,i auto- 
mobile crash. When I was in Dallas with 
the film crew, some witnesses said they 
were afraid to talk to us because ot the 
, death of the two reporters and the iiilim- 
idatioii of other witnesses. I''or example, 
the Commission reveals that a man giv- 
ing his name as Lec Oswald priced a .car 
.shortly before the assassination. This 
man talkeil loudly to dic salesn,en about 
going back to Russia, as I mentioncil 


neocd with what he saw on November bi.sbes and J,. ^ J„ Va ul '•'^ "F""^'' '° 

, Z:l'Zj::rZ::Z :m o:;:..'^ : Ur,. of n,Lev soon. The 


cba^cd wid, the attempted murder of the.se episodes are part of :ni oiKa.ii/ecl 

Rer^Uls, His ,iame wai Parrel Wayne effort in Dallas to silci,.:e Donnngo 

Garner, and he .admiticd he'd phoned his lienavides. , „ ,.„ 

S-law and "a.lvised hc-r he had FtAY.OY: \VI,ere is lienavitl. s now! Have 

slmt Warren Rcyiioltls." But suddenly a you been able lo trace Imn? 

,lr'"xotic 'dancer" named ^ UNE. The las, I heard he was „t Lancas- 

\Znev McDonald showed up wid. an ter. Texas. But 1 can't compel h m to 

lit^ ToVC mT, cla iming she liad spent speak to me. The Dallas pohte a.lvised 

;l„ ni°lu,;^ll<^ sl, bim not to, an.l lie evid.uUy respects 

1,-r was freed on die basis of Iter unsup- their advice. 

Ztc-l testimony, but a few days later PLAYBOY, Do you bebeve wniusses .ire 

IT .. .. ,,' 1 l„.!„n svsiemat ea Iv thr<!ateiieil 


Miss McDonald was arresteil on a disor- 
derly conduct chargS after allegedly 
ri;'hting with her roo,um;ite. and vvas 
lakcn to Dallas police headiiuarter^ 
where Iter dead body was foun.l one 
lioiir aftirr arrival. The Dallas police said 
she hangcil herself. Miss >!cDonald ba.l 
liccn employed as a stripper in Jack 


being systematically threateiieil-or li- 
tiuidaleil? 

lANE, t don't know, but things have been 
happening in Dallas lhat .nrc more remi- 
niscent of ]ames Uond than of Sherlock 


into a large sum of money soon. The 
Commission concluded that Osw;ild 
couldn't drive and that he wasn't there 
lhat day. Anyway, we spoke to two ot 
tlic auto salesmen and they lol.l us lhat 
liogard, the man who iricd to sell Oswald 
the car, was brutally beaten and hospi- 
talized after testifying. He subsequently 
fled Dallas. These two salesmen told us, 
"It you take this and the tact the re- 
]»rtcrs have been killed, and all the 
other peculiar tilings happeiiiiig in Dal- 
las, we're just afraid to be in your film." 
Tims, important witnesses seeni to have 
been terrorized into silence or conformity. 
PIAYSOY: Isn't it possible dial some of 


iiisfcut of l:nnes Iton.t tna,, oi DiicriotK ri«.i*w.. - . 

I- ilmes l-'or example, immediately atler llicse people were only reacting tearfully 

Ruby killcil Oswald, two newspapermen to runiors an.l to events uiico.iiiected 

Sii-^mployed as a stripper in Jack l^a^'^X 'i:,^r;:::::r;::But what , thitik 

Kuby's Carc^^. Becm. o mei- ^ -^'g ^X^^ .t;:; H^ViiL ot emerges is a ciir patier.i ot in.midation 

dents fiKc these, many " ^J''. „, ,|,„ot Oswahl (,e/.,r,- the of nonconforming witnesses. For exam- 

"cmeiar:err''"o;^ r'ZJLL fY':n^^l'l;at he told these two newsmen pie. a Dallas housewife. WiUn^ 


iiiforu'.-tl tlic Commission tli ic had 
sicii j.K-k Ru!.y at I»arUlaiui^lospital 
while*' le doctc-rs v.\:rc striifj^liiiK to save 
the 1»P .i<Iciu's life. Her testimony corrob- 
oiatcs .;h:il of Scih Kainor. the Scripps- 
ItowaKl newsman who knew Ruljy well 
and vUo you'll recall also saw him at 
the Ii..,i)i[iil. Tiin the Commission dis- 
icf;iir(Iitl these two witnesses and con- 
cludc(: that Ruby was not at Parkland 
Ilosijiid. In any case, just after Mrs. 
*[ ice vas invited to tell her stoi7 to 
the (:)mmissi-in, hut before anyone 
CNCCpl the Commission knew she was to 
n-stify. she btj;an receiving ;inonymous 
phone calls. One caller, for instance, 
warned her, "It would pay you to keep 
your mouth shut." 'I'hcn, one night, Mrs. 
'l ice was awakcnc<l by a call. There was 
no one on the line, but suddenly the 
<toorbi il rang and she went downstairs 
to fuu! she couldn't open her front door. 
She then went to the back door and 
found it was barricadctl by a lad<ler. 
When she fmally testified, Mrs. Ticc 
tlescrilicd these events, but the Commis- 
sion lawyer was not Interested in rcas- 
Mirin^ her of her safety. In fact, he even 
cncour.iRed her not to testify. Here is a 
wiincss who believed there was a connec- 
tion between her invitation to testify 
and the sid>se(|ucni efforts to intimidate 
her by anonymous phone calls aiul by 
barricading her hnusc. There is nothing 
more serious in any investigation than 
an atiempt ti. tamper with a witness, 
and Mrs. Tice ;old the Commission she 
was so frigliieiiet' she "woiddn't answer 
, the phone anu.ioic." And what did the 
Commission counsel reply? Did he order 
an ininiediati; investigation? No, he 
simply dismissed her. 
' 'piAYEOY: I)o you think this pattern o£ 
inlimidaiion — if it exists — has oITiCial 
sanction? 

LANE: 1 think some aspects of the effort to 
silen<(; witnesses have the sanction of the 
Fill, ihe .Secret vServicc and the Dallas 
police. Just lo take one example: Mrs. 
^can 1-Till. a Dallas schoolteacher, indi- 
cales slic was iniimidated — in a slightly 
more subtle fashion — by the Federal 
j police. Mrs. Hill was standing very close 
1 to tht; I'resi<'ential nioiorcatlc on No- 
1 vcmbcr 22. She lold mc that the shots 
came from "ihe grassy knoll" — In fact, 
' she toinetl the phrase. She also testified 
to thr Commission that the shots came 
' from there. 1 first spoke to her in Feb- 
ruary 10*)'l, and when I saw her again 
receiiily, she lold me that alter our inter- 
view, "the I'UI was here for days. They 
practically livrd here. They just didn't 
like what I lold them I saw and heard 
when the I'lesiiicnt was assassinated," 
When I asked licr for a fdmcd and tapc- 
retoidcd interview, she refused. She told 
mc: "For two years I have toUl the truth, 
but I have tv^'o children to support and 
\ I am a public school teacher. A school 


autliority said it wouU! be best nol m talk 
about the assassiuai loo. ami I jitM can't 
go through it all ag.Mii." Mis. Hill a(.dril. 
"I can't Ulievi: ilnj Waricii Ri port. I 
know it's not true, hicuise 1 w; s ihire 
when ii happened, i.iu I lati't tal; .ti>oiit 
it anymore, heraust I iloii'i want In !■ iU 
here constantly ami I want to coiviimie 
to teach here. I hope you don't dunk I'm 
a coward, but I cuimn t.dk ahoui the 
case aiiymfire." Tlieic is tlermiu'ly an 
aimnsphcrc of fear in Dali.is Mirround- 
iiig the whole (piesiion of the a sassiiia- 
tion. 

PLAYBOY; But many people did co;iMni to 
interviews witli you. 

LANE; Yes. and those people are he real 
heroes of tins whole aifair. Tliey'ie the 
ones wlio make nie itclicve th; i there 
still is hope for tlu mith here in Amer- 
ica. One of dtCM- pi-o;'!e, S. M. I [oUand. 
a middle-aged Tex. is railroad man, told 


me in a filmed inieivitw thai he lad wit- 
nessed the assassination Iroiu t;u' r.ul- 
Toad bridge. lie said iie htirw ili.it at 
least one shot came from behind the 
'wooden fence on ilic grassy ktuill. He 
lold mc that his siaiements duriiif; our 
interview might lose him his ]oi> but he 
added, "When the time comes that an 
American can't tell the truth becnisc the 
Government doesn't, tliat's the time to 
give the country b;ick to the Inciaiis — if 
they'll take it." In my opinion, coie man 
like S. Nf. Holland is worth a handful 
of eminent oificials, when it comes to 
establisliing the facts. 
PLAYBOY; If witnesses havc been Intimi- 
dated — even nuirdi-rcd — for challenging 
the official version of the assas .iuatinn, 
doesn't that place your own lii'c in 
jeopardy? 

lANE: Well, I hope not, bc(ause l'n\ not 
very heroic. In fact, I'm a bit oi! a cow- 
ard. But I've become so pnhlidy iden- 
tified with this case for so lonf: tliat if 
anything happened to mc. it woJld only 
deepen and connrm suspicions. 
PLAYBOY: Ilavc ycni been placed under 
official stirveillauce in any way sinte you 
initiated your invesiigation? 
LANE: Well, dieic arc 1555 files d.-aling 
with the assassination in the .National 
Archives; 508 of these were .:lassilied 
when I was there last, tnid soiriC of the 
material can't be seen by anyoi e for ?'» 
years. Of the remaining <!ocnnieiits, so 
far I havc discovereit a total of ,'.5 (ilcs — 
prepared for the Warren Commission i)y 
the FBI and Secret Seivirc--dealing 
with nothing more than my speeches 
around the country. They make fascinat- 
ing reading. One file is almos: a (om- 
plaint by a bored Secret Service agent 
compelled to listen lo many of my lec- 
tiires. He writes, "I emln.sc tiic seven 
reels of tape which we made of .Lane's 
lecture here in San Francisco, and you 
will note that what he said in tliese 
speeches dilTers not at all from the testi- 
mony which he gave lo the Wartcii Com- 


mission." I.ee II: Y Oswald was in- 
teiro;;;ucd 12 houv_.^-itht»ut a tai)ed or 
sicno,^raphic record of his statements, 
yci Fiil ami Secret Service agents can 
traipse around the country on the heels 
of a loladvely obscure New York lawyer, 
lape-ieconling every word he \iiters. It's 
all a (luc.sticui of priorities. 1 gtiCss. 
PLAYBOY; l)o you ilunk they're still fol- 
lowing you? 
LAME: I don't know. 

PIAYROY: Have you had any other trouble 
with the Fill or Secret Servue? 
LANE: When yoli'rc involved in a case 
like this, there's always the risk of suc- 
cumbing to a touih of paranoia. I've 
tried to avoitl that. But I ions stopped 
once in IIKH outside my Manhattan 
apartment by two men who identified 
themselves as Fill agcms. It was pour- 
ing, aiul I hail a tab waiting. They a.sked 
mc if I was Mark Lane and when I ad- 
mitted it, they demanded that 1 hand 
over my attache case. 1 refvised. of course, * 
and they then announced ihey had infor- 
m.ition that I jK>sscsscd a file stolen from 
the o:ficc of the FBI. I -said, "Oh, is a file 
missing?" and one of the agents replied, 
"This is no time for levity." I was in- 
clined to agree, as I was getting soaked 
to the skin standing there — they were 
wearing trench coats — so I told them to 
have j. Edgar Il(K)ver write a letter if he 
had anylhing to ask me, and not .send his 
linnkies to accost me on the street and 
demaml my [Jossesslons. 1 sianeil for the 
cab, but they surrounded mc — as well as 
two men can surround one man — and . 
we almost had a little scufUc on tlie side- 
walk before I was able to shove one of 
tlicm aside and get into the taxi. I never 
heard anything more abotit their missing 
flic. Our investigators in Dallas havc 
been oj>cnly followed by uniformed Dal- 
las coj»s, but diat may be standard oper- 
ating procedure there, so I try not to let 
it concern me. 

PLAYBOY: Do«>you know if your phones are 
tapped? 

lANE: An electronics expert examined 
my plionc on three separate occasions, 
and each time he said ihey ii'crc being 
tapped. But I'd be surprised if the FBI 
•wnsti't tapping my lines, since they 'tap 
so many others. In fact, I'd feel a bit 
neglccicd if mine escaped scrutiny. They 
may have this apartment bugged, too, 
but wc haven't bothered to cheek that 
out. Wc really don't care too muth any- 
■' more. We've adjusted. But I wouhln't he 
surprised if Mr. Hoover reatls this inter' 
view before Mr. Hefner docs. 
PLAYBOY: Was there any Coverament 
jircssurc to prevent publication of your 
book? 

LANE: Unfortunately, publishing compa- 
nies arc vidncrablc to such pressure; 
many of dieir books arc purchased in 
lots by Government agencies; a number 
of publishers arc engaged in delicate 


o 


l iciKC-is skiiiiiis ll>c ;.nlli nmX 
<voi7li"<Iv is I. pen U) liiini««Yiciit l>y llic 
liiioini.l Roc-mio Sciviii.-. My own piili- 
Ir.UiT. Moll. Kiwiwin ana WiiiMon. I uii- 
(:<-im;iiii1. liiinc \iiulci' iliicrt prcMnc 
iami tlio VI'I- All iivsiM;iiil director of 
Ihc I-'IU lalliil :i ilcill c\cciuivc and 
iirRiil liiiii Mill I" l"il>li>Ii my book, lie 
...ill ■•.loliii," inc:iiiiii|; J. I'iIK'"'. 
iWireuu,'.' iiuMiiitif; llie I-IVI. :in(\ "i." 
iiic.niini! liiiM. wi.uU; lie very \\\M it 
lioli iliil. Wlieii llie Hull executive s:ii<l 
I loll Wiiv <omiiline(l to llie hook, tlic 
i lil iu;iii mill liiiii ll''^ iliTision 

\%oiil(l not lie the only coiiNiiteniiion in 
lohn's mind when he iiickeil ii imhlisher 
jor hii next hook. Until linn convcrsn- 
lioii. Holt liiul pnhlished nniiiy of 
lloover'.s works — iiulndinp; one ctilled 
\liislm (If Dirril. wliitli I ini;ii;inc is a 
kind of ainoliioKnipliy. 
ptAVaori If what you've h.id to say abont 
nic assassination i.s tnie, why hasn't die 
Kennedy family spoken mn? If die Presi- 
dent was reidiy liil<-,l l»y a (onspiracy, 
wotildn't the keiiiiidys be the first to 
r.iisc a public outcry? 
tUNE: The Kennedys rnr iMKinilinK to 
speak ont. althon;;li rather softly. ^Uch- 
,;trtl Goodwill, who was President*Keii- 
'-^—^—^ ■ ■ .,|„i , 


i-.ked 


hont dt'-' W.nien 
s s.iys — and 1 para- 
■ i.Mil it. hi't I a.icpt 
le.td it! 1 o me those 
: 111, It the Ki-nm-dys 


and hid- 
,intioiilicc, 
1 1 — and we 


nedy's White House aiile ami speech 
writer and is now part of Bobby Kenne- 
dy's iniur (iicle. letenliy trilici/ed the 
Warren Connnission and made a mild 
pniilic reiintsi for a new investigation of 
llie nxstissinatioii. I can't believe Good- 
win would have said ihis without first 
clearing ii with the Kennedy family: ,so I 
think the Kennedys may share his opin- 
ions, .Xnoihir Kennedy aide. Kdwyn Sil- 
licrliiiK, Chief of the OiKaiirzeil Crime 
"and Kai keieeriiiK Seoion of ihc Justice 
. Department under Robert Kcnnetly , 


a Kennedy 
Report, he -dwi 
phrase — "I've nt s 
it." 'I hey've nes' 
staleinenls itidii.i 
are ki.-epiii;; dieii opiioiis c 
in;; their lime niilil tliey i 
"We have now le,id the Re 
find it false," 

plAVBOYi Knmors are ciiinlatiiiK diat 
Presiilent |ohiiM.u is uyiiii: to pressure 
Robert and |a..pieliiie Keiniedy into 
hlmkiiiK piibiii,inon of William Man- 
chester's book on llie I'l .si.U ill's deaili. or 
at least into deleliiiK those sections most 
hostile to 1., 11, j. Is dieie any imth 
in this? 

lANE: I'm not piivy lo Presii'eni yohn- 
,son's thinking on the sniiieil, Km I have 
heard such stories, rii. I SIrrrI /our- 
iinl recently up.iited that the Kennedy 
family "fe.irs the wralh" of the I'residem 
becatise of the levelnions in the book, 
PLAYDOY: TIk W,iiieii ( loiin 11 i-sii nl was a 
Presidential Commission. ,ii»]ioiiiti tl by 
lobnsoii. Do yon hold bill lespoiisihlc 
for its allcKeil ii.in.stressioiis? 
lANEi Yes. aiisolntely. Halls 'rrmnan 
used to say ahoiil iIk' Kxeiinivc desk: 
"The bulk .slops lieie," Piesideiit John 


HOIIIieiU mim 1 . ^....w 

writlen an iiiti(K"fuctioii to an early 

iiiili-Warreii Coniniissiou book, Silber- 
lliiK says diis book "raises <iuestions that 
deserve to be answered coiiccrniiif; die 
possibility that a conspiracy cxistcil to 
liestioy Piesident Kennedy." Hugh 
■rrevor-Uopi:r published a major attack, 
on llic Warren Commission l^eport in 
the London Suiiilay Times. He told mc 
later he indirectly received a messase 
from Senator Robert Kennedy s,-iying, 
"Keep up the Rood work." 
PIAYBOY: \\'hy hasn't Senator Kennedy 
spoken out directly? 

LANE: That ([iiestion must be directed to 
him [or an autlicutic reply, lint I'll Rive 
you my opinion. The as,siiNiiiiation oE 
President Kennedy is thc most delicate, 
,iiul the most potentially explosive, ixsiic 
In ,\iiicricaii life. The Kennedys have a 
iiuinaii motive to avenge their martyred 
biddier. and they also have a i>olitic.al 
motive lo tlo it in the most ellectivc way. 
Reineinbcr, the Kennedys arc waging a 
long-term political war widi President 
Johnson, and the assassination i.ssue may 
well play a very vital role in that strug- 
gle. I diiiik it's significant diat whenever 


son appointed the Commission and .se- 
lected its members. lie is responsible [or 
their .snhseipieiil beliiiviol, and be is 
responsible for the fact that the most vi- 
tal matcri:il in this case is classified top- 
,setrel until ,SepleiiilKr 2(tt!l, Presiilent 
Johnson is responsible for the fact that 
die crucial material evideiK e— die rifle. 
Ihe bidleis, the |.istol, ilie autopsy X rays 
and phoioi^have eidicr disappeaied or 
been left to the tender iiieiiies of die 
I'lU, the Seiiei ,Servi(e and tlic Dallas 
liolite. With one stioke ol his pen.' die 
President roidil make all lliis in iterial 
available to the ,\nKTic;iii people. He has 

chosen not to do so. It's ii ily Earl 

Warren stfho's at fault, iiltl on,i;li by their 
behavior, \\'iilien and bis colleagues 
have deserraicd John Kennedy's memo- 
ry. The Chief Justice ami his six lohorls 
were just front men for t.yiidou Raines 
Johnson. The buck stop,s at /li- ilesk, 
PLAYBOY: -Veil' York I'nsl (oliiniiiist Pete 
Il.imill recently wrote Oiat everywhere 
he traveled in .\meriia, he came across a 
dieory about the assassitialioii. "The 
theory says that somehow, in some way, 
Lviulou Haines loliiison w'as icspoii- 
Mble." On Seplemlicr I, r.Wb, The New 


Ynrli Times' Moscow conespoiident re 
ported diat "die Kremlin v;as mouiitiiig a 
campaign to clialleii;;e die K.C|)ort's verac- 
ity and. by iiinneiido, to implicate 
President Johnson in the iissassinatioil 
of President Keiiiiedv." InlciitioiiaUy or 
not, aren't you aildiiig fuel to the fire 
o[ these unsupported rutiiois? 
LANE: That is not my intention. My 
desire is to find out who killed our Presi- 
dent and why he was killed. Ive ap- 
peared on radio and TV i.hows all .across 


the country :iie' 've heard lliesc minors 
myself. I've li^ askctl many limes it 
loliiisoii was iiivolsed. I know these ru- 
mors have been streuglbeiied by die re- 
cent piibliraliou ot letters troiu Jack 
Ruby, smliggleil out of the D.illas jail. 
One ot these', a note lo iiiioilier prisoner, 
reails, "The only one who bad anything 
to ganl by Kennedy's dealh was Johnson. 
I'igurc that out." I personally think die 
ruinnrs are uiiforiiinale. but the :iwful 
diiiig is that niilil the anliives are 
oi>eiied. nniil the fads are known, sii.li 
spetnlalion will persisl— and will grow. i 
or course. I ilon't believe President 
loliiisoii bad aiiylliing to tlo with the as- 
Ms,sinatioii— but iiiilil all die facts arc 
known. I cannot base my disbeiiet on the 
evidence. President Johnson h;is a per- 
.smial and political ' stake in dispelling 
these rumors once and for all. Only the 
facts can replace conjecture. I've ap- 
pealed to the President to ojien up the 
Xiitional Anliives. .isscmble llie evi- 
dence and allow independent, impartial 
and (iiialified investigators in the fields 
ot Uallisiiis. foiensics, handwriting ami 
photographic aii.dysis to examine every 
document and render :iii objective ver- 
dict to the American people. Since Presi- 
dent Johnsoii has nothing to hide, he 
shoulii deal lioiieslly wiib die American 
people by ascertaining and releasing all 
the tacts ot the assassination. Until be 
does, there Vill be a shroud of suspicion 
banging over his liead, anil over all our 
democratic institutions. And if he does 
not act vohiiitarily. then the American 
people, through the legislature and the 
courts, svill have to act for him. We have 
waited tor the truth loo loiig-llirec years 
too long. 

PLAYBOY: Do you believe yon will succeed 
in discrediting the Warren Report and 
initiating a new iniestigiitimi? 
LANE: The Warren Report already stands 
discredited before the rest of the svorld. 
When Waggoner Carr, the attorney 
gencral"oI lexas, leail the Report, he 
told the press: "It is a document which 
will last through the ages." I tlo not be- 
lieve the Warren Report will survive the 
next six months. In tact, a Harris poll 
published last October in Tlie Washing- 
Ion Post revealed diat even then only 
one of three Americans believed Oswald 
was the lone assassin. Histoi7 may come 
to know die Report as the ' AVarten 
Whitewash" ; it may be ranked witli Tca- 
'pot Dome and the Reichstag I'irc trial as 
a synonym tor political cover-up and 
cynical manipulalion ot the truth. 
PLAYBOY: You've devoted the past three 
years of your life to a critical investiga- 
tion ot the assas.siiiation. How long tlo 
you plan to continue your citorts? 
LANE: Until t'.ie American people know 
how and why and by whom our President 
was killed on November 22, 1963. 


EH 


